to be 
ments 
noon, 


ission 
heard 
S no- 


- also 

hold 
luary 
“peril 


d b 
nen 
xte 
= 
negoe 
aten- 
c in- 
com- 
Tarif? 


ained 


od by 
rings 
le to 
nfor- 
e In- 
Trade 
erests 
s in- 
| who 
ssion, 
—ap- 
e for 
y ap- 
dures 


for 
4.50 


Com- 
ident 
} OF. 
tk oF 


U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. VOL. 54, NO. 26 





a DEPositep 
BY TH 
ONITED STATES OF pili 





PERIODICAL 








Il 

















In This Issue: 


Western Germany Enjoys Boom Conditions as Year Ends 


Concern widespread, however, that further expansion at current rate 
may endanger economic stability—Page 3 


Japan Lists Import Items Requiring Origin Certificate 
Commodities are those granted reductions in duties for designated 
GATT and other countries—Page 7 


Production in Philippines High; Trade Shows Decline 


Output of abaca, log and lumber, and base metal minerals registers 
increase, that of coconut and sugar decrease—Page 2 


U. S. Exports to Soviet Bloc Level Off; Imports Rise 
Export license approvals in third quarter total $2,777,691, a decline 
from $4,600,000 in the preceding quarter—Page 24 


Revised U. S.-Philippine Trade Pact Effective January 1 
Tariffs to be imposed at reduced rates; application of U. S. duties to 
be retarded and Philippine levies to be accelerated—Page 22 


Trade Opportunities Cited by U. S. Mission to Bogota Fair 
Business firms in Colombia offer opportunities for export, import, 
agency transactions—Page 10 


World Trade Pub‘ications—Page 20 







READING ROCM 


December 26, 1955 

















Philippine Production Remains 


High; Foreign Trade Declines 


The physical volume of production in the Philippines remained high 
in the third quarter of 1955, approximating the output of the corre- 


sponding period of 1954. 


Increases were registered for abaca, logs and lumber, and the base 
metal minerals, but coconut products and sugar, particularly the latter, 


declined. 


The estimated value of the prin- 
cipal commodities produced in the 
quarter was 4 percent above that of 
the third quarter of 1954. Although the 
estimated aggregate value of the prin- 
cipal commodities produced in the 
first 9 months of 1955 was about 8 
percent below that of the correspond- 
ing period in 1954, the satisfactory re- 
sults in the third quarter gave promise 
that the final results for the year 
might be more favorable than earlier 
expected. 


Estimated foreign trade declined 
sharply from the levels of the first and 
second quarters of the year. Reflect- 
ing the cutback in exchange alloca- 
tions for imports covering the last 6 
months of the year and the effect of 
the heavy midyear inventories of some 
lines of imported merchandise, im- 
ports fell off by nearly one-fourth 
from second-quarter levels, while ex- 
ports declined only half as much. 

International reserves remained vir- 
tually unchanged, however, standing 
at $250.2 million as of September 30, 
compared with $248 at the end of 
June. Both figures include the $10- 
million drawing from ‘the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund obtained in the 
first half of the year and special! loans 
from American banks. The small net 
increase was partly accounted for by 
an increase of Centra) Bank gold hold- 
ings amounting to $1.7 million, the re- 
sult of the purchase of domestically 
mined gold under the gold subsidy 
system. 


Economic Policy Under Study 

Restrictions on imports adopted at 
the beginning of the quarter to hold 
the balance of payments in equilib- 
rium, together with fears resulting 
from the continuous decline of inter- 
national] reserves in the first half of 
the year, reinforced the pressure for 
changes in Philippine economic pol- 
icy. On September 5, a letter ad- 
dressed by the President to thé Chair- 





man of the National Economic Council 
(NEC), the Government’s overall] plan- 
ning body, requested a restudy of the 
country’s economic development plans. 
A memorandum, enclosed for NEC's 
consideration, suggested the complete 
elimination of exchange controls con- 
ditioned on securing a large U. S. loan 
for currency stabilization, the provi- 
vision of incentives for export indus- 
tries, and a large credit-expansion 
program to promote economic devel- 
opment. 

The letter at first was interpreted 
as a directive calling for far-reaching 
changes in policy. It immediately 
aroused debate on the accompanying 
proposals which seemed to imply some 
shift from a policy of promoting in- 
dustrialization to one emphasizing the 
exporting industries and the existing 
pattern of the economy, and which 
also suggested the possibility of de- 
valuation and/or a system of floating 
exchange rates. 


However, the President eventually 
made it clear, in a second letter to the 
Chairman, that the National Eco- 
nomic Council retained full freedom 
of judgment on the proposals and that 
the first letter was not to be consid- 
ered a directive. Although public dis- 
cussion subsided, uncertainty has re- 
mained regarding future economic 
policy. 

Manufacturing activity declined 
slightly from second-quarter levels, but 
was still about 15 percent above the 
1954 third-quarter levels. Employ- 
ment remained high, and there were 
no significant strikes or other labor 
disturbances affecting production. 

Domestic price levels still were rela- 
tively stable despite sharp midyear 
cutbacks in imports (see Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, Oct. 3, p. 9). The Bu- 
reau of the Census and Statistics cost- 
of-living index for Manila workers 
(1941=100) rose from 309.1 in June to 

(Continued on Page 5) 








Field Offices Give 
Quick Service 


Information on all phases 9 
world trade—ranging from compre. 
hensive economic and business dats 
to details on export and import 
ulations—is quickly and d 


i 


a 


available to businessmen in thelr 


own cities or localities through the 
33 Field Offices of the U. S. Depart. 
ment of Commerce. 

Conveniently located in the busi. 
ness centers of the United States 
the Field Offices are staffed with 
foreign trade specialists who keep 
constantly abreast of developments 
in the United States and abroad 
Aided by the current information 
and publications sent to them reg. 
ularly from Washington, they are 
well equipped to serve world traders 
in their communities. 

Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
800 cooperative offices—loca!l cham- 
bers of commerce and other busi- 
ness organizations—which have 
been furnished with Department of 
Commerce publications, reference 
material, and other information, for 
use by businessmen. 


The addresses of the Depart. 
ment’s Field Offices follow: 
Atpoquesqes, N. Mexz., Room 32] Post Ofie 

1 


atlanta 23, Ga., Peachtree and Seventh & 
, 14416 0 8 Post Office anc 


Bidg 

. 117 Ellicott St 

Charleston 4, 5. C., Area 2, Sergeant Jaspe 
Bidg.. West End Broad St 

Cheyenne, Wyo., 307 Federal Office Bidg 

Chicago 6, Ul., 226 W Jackson Bivd 

Cincinnati 2, Obie, 442 U & Post Office and 
Courthouse 

Cleveland 14, Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave. 

Dallas 2, Tex., 1114 Commerce 

Denver 2, Colo., 142 New Customhouse 

Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Peaera! Bidg 

El Paso, Tex.. Chamber of Commerce Bids 

Houston 2, Tex., 430 Lamar Ave 

Jacksonvilie 1, Fila. 425 Pederal wee. 

Kansas City 6, Mo., Federal Office Bidg 

Los Angeles 15, Calif., 1031 8 Broadway 

Memphis 3, Tenn., 229 Federal Bidg 

Miami 32, Fla., 300 NE First Ave 

Minneapolis 1, Minn.. 319 Metropolite: 


Bid 
New Orleans 12, La., 333 St Charies Ave 
New York 17, N ¥., 110 EB 45th St 
1015 Chestnut St 


Philadeiphia 7, Pa., 
Phoenix, Ariz., 137 'N Second Ave. 


Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth St 
Portiand 4, Ore 217 Olid U 8. Courthouse 
Reno, Nev., 14 “Wells Ave 


Richmond ‘D9, Va., 1103 East Main St. 

St. Louis 1, Mo., 910 New Pederai Bid 

Salt Lake City i, Utah, 222 SW Temple 8 

San Francisco il, Calif.. Room 419 Custom: 
house 

Savannah, Ga., 235 U. 8. Courthouse end 
Post Office Bidg 

Seattle 4, Wash., 909 First Ave 
For tocal telephone numbers consult 

U. 8S. Government section of phone book 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





W. German Economy Booms as Year Ends 


Western Germany is enjoying a boom that is unparalleled in the 


Federal Republic’s history. 


The economy has been operating nearer its ceilings in manpower, 
productive capacity, and in raw materials than at any other time since 
the war, however, and concern has been widespread that further ex- 


pansion at the current rate may en- 
danger stability and that prices— 
so far only slightly affected—will rise 
rapidly. The launching of a wage 
drive this summer and management’s 
tendency to pass on rather than ab- 
sorb increasing costs may, it is feared, 
lead to a wage-price spiral. 

Alert to these dangers, the Central 
Bank has embarked on a restrictive 
policy, and the Government has pro- 
posed a plan for keeping prices in 
check. Since the proposed measures 
affect many interests, current discus- 
sions of the economic situation have 
become somewhat more heated and 
have attracted more attention than 
the economic indicators in them- 
selves would seem to warrant. On bal- 
ance, the economy seems to adjust 
itself well to current strains and 
there is no immediate cause for con- 
cern. 


Economic trends have probably at- 
tracted more public attention in West 
Germany during the summer and fall 
than any other domestic issue, not 
because developments have been dis- 
appointing, but rather because Ger- 
many has become, in a way, almost 
dangerously prosperous. The _ gross 
national product has been expanding 
this year at a rate of about 10 per- 
cent—even more rapidly than in 1954. 
This rate of growth has called into 
play most of the nation’s resources 
in productive capacity, raw materials, 
and manpower. 


Industrial Production Up 


Now that the economic mechanism 
is so fully engaged, there is consid- 
erable concern that any disturbances 
in its operation may have more far- 
reaching overall effects than hereto- 
fore. The problem of superimposing 
rearmament on an economy already 
operating near its peak capacity is 
another complicating factor. The 
chief concern is that current and an- 
ticipated pressure on resources will 
be so great as to cause an excessive 
rise in the general price level. 


Industry, the major contributor to 
the gross national product, experi- 
enced its usual seasonal decline in 
July and August, but new records were 
established in September. During the 
quarter as a whole, industrial pro- 
duction averaged some 16 percent 
above the comparable period a year 
ago and most other sectors of the 
economy also operated at levels ap- 
preciably above last year. By the end 
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of September employment had 
reached the record level of 17.8 mil- 
lion and the number of unemployed 
had dropped to 495,000—an unemploy- 
ment rate of only 2.7 percent. 


The newest plan of the Federal 
Institute of Labor Placement, which 
has been scraping the bottom of the 
manpower barrel, involves a person- 
to-person survey designed to helr 
place the remaining unemployed. An 
institute spokesman, moreover, re- 
cently recommended early signature 
of a German-Italian agreement pro- 
viding for the importation of Italian 
labor, though such an agreement has 
been viewed unfavorably by trade 
unions. More and more women are 
also being drawn into the labor force, 
and one of the latest proposals for 
easing tension on the labor market 
is to offer half-day jobs to women 
not now employed. 


Industries Invest Heavily 


Domestic investment, still the ma- 
jor force behind the boom, is taking 
an even larger share of the national 
product than last year. Profits have 
been relatively high and expectations 
regarding the economy’s future course 
are optimistic. Many industries, there- 
fore, have continued to invest heavily. 
Public building activities also have 
helped to accelerate the investment 
boom. Private consumption is expand- 
ing too, but only at about the same 
rate as the gross national product. As 
was to be expected under these cir- 
cumstances, demand in the producer 
goods industries and in building re- 
mained high and new orders again 
exceeded current output in many 
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plants, thereby further increasing the 
backlog. 

The high level of economic activity 
and the accompanying increased de- 
mand have caused imports to rise 
rapidly. Certain producer goods, such 
as ferrous and nonferrous metals, coal, 
rubber, and lumber products have 
been imported in much larger quan- 
tities than in 1954. Many domestic 
goods, which might otherwise have 
been exported, found a ready market 
at home. As a result, imports have 
risen much more than exports. By 
value, imports in the first 9 months of 
this year were 31 percent above the 
like period of 1954, compared with an 
increase of 17 percent in exports. > 

Trade Surpluses Smaller 


Trade surpluses have been substan- 
tially smaller in 1955 than in the past 
few years; in fact, small trade deficits 
appeared in August and September. 
Although available evidence suggests 
that fourth-quarter surpluses will 
again be substantial, owing partially 
to an anticipated improvement in the 
terms of trade, 1955 undoubtedly will 
register a trade surplus well below 
that for recent years—probably $750 
million as compared with almost $1 
billion in 1954, 

This should be regarded as a healthy 
development since the trade surpluses 
in 1953 and 1954 were considered ex- 
cessive and undesirable in such inter- 
national forums as the Organization 
for European Economie Development 
and the International Monetary Fund, 
The smaller trade surplus will consti- 
tute the most important single factor 
in bringing about lower surpluses on 
the balance of payments, which will 
drop from about $750 million in 1954 
to perhaps $450 million in 1955. 

The reduced trade surpluses also 
are causing Germany’s gold and dol- 
lar reserves to accumulate at a slower 
rate than in 1954. Nevertheless, the 
European Payments Union’s new pro- 
vision for monthly settlement on the 
basis of 75 percent in gold and 25 per- 
cent in credit, rather than on the for- 
mer 50-50 basis, has partly offset the 
effect of smaller trade surpluses on 
gold and dollar reserves. 


West German price indexes have 
edged up during the past 12 months, 
mainly as a result of increases in 
world market prices for certain raw 
materials, wage increases in some in- 
dustries, such as coal mining, and en- | 
trepreneurs’ natural tendencies to 
take advantage of the boom. Prices 
for industrial raw materials and semi- 
finished products have risen about 6 
percent and these increases have af- 
fected some sectors of the economy. 
Building costs, where labor shortages 











ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 








have also been an important factor, 
have risen most sharply—by about 9 
percent. 

Significantly, prices in most other 
sectors of the economy remained 
fairly stable. Prices for finished prod- 
ucers goods have advanced only about 
3 percent since September 1954, and 
al cost of living has increased even 

Although these developments in- 
diciate no serious inflationary pres- 
sure, manufacturers in some sectors 
doubtless are tending to pass on ra- 
ther than absorb most increases, and 
gains from rationalization measures 
in other sectors have not been fully 
reflected in price cuts. 


Wage Drive of Concern 


In view of these tendencies the 
summer wage drive has been a greater 
cause for concern than might other- 
wise have been the case. Trade unions 
are basing their current demands not 
on the grounds that wages must keep 
up with prices—consumer prices 
have gone up only 1 percent in the 
past year—but rather that labor de- 
serves a larger share of the national 
product. Wildcat strikes in Hamburg 
and Kassel, the most significant since 
1951, served as a warning to union 
leaders not to let down in efforts 
to gain such a larger share. 


Meanwhile, the unions announced 
in the third quarter the termination of 
collective agreements affecting 3.5 
million workers and demanded in- 
creases averaging somewhat higher 
than during last year’s wage drive. 
New agreements covering about 1 
million workers were reached, and in- 
creases granted averaged 7 to 8 per- 
cent as compared with 5 to 6 percent 
last year. 

Future settlements also are ex- 
pected to be somewhat higher than 
last year. Labor’s bargaining position 
is stronger than ever. Since man- 
power reserves among the unemployed 
are almost exhausted, various_indus- 
tries are competing for the limited 
manpower available, particularly 
skilled workers. More firms are now 
believed, for example, to be paying 
wages above the minimum rates set 
in collective agreements than previ- 
ously. Moreover, the firmness of de- 
mand and the possibilities for raising 
prices may tempt management to 
offer less resistance to trade union 
negotiators. 


Bank Raises Discount Rate 


Anticipating this situation, the Bank 
deutscher Laender—stern guardian of 
the German mark—decided to apply 
the brakes last spring. Its first step 
was to begin open-market operations 
in May, but apparently this measure 
has operated mainly to reduce excess 
liquidity rather than actually to con- 
tract credit. Financial circles in- 
dicated that a large share of the 
open-market papers has been bought 
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by public institutions rather than by 
banks. Consequently, the transactions 
simply constituted a switch of public 
funds, which otherwise would have 
been held in the central banking sys- 
tem, into open-market papers bear- 
ing a slightly higher interest rate. 

This summer somewhat more dras- 
tic steps were considered necessary 
and the bank raised the discount rate 
by one-half of 1 percent, effective 
August 4, and simultaneously an- 
nounced a slight increase in the mini- 
mum reserves to be deposited in the 
central banking system effective Sep- 
tember 1, the latter freezing approxi- 
mately 500 million marks (US$120 
million). 


Although the full impact of these 
measures has probably not yet been 
felt, the bank’s restrictive policy seems 
to have prevented undue increases of 
bank credits, which according to pre- 
liminary estimates, are developing 
along normal seasonal lines. The most 
clearly noticeable effect thus far has 
been on the capital market. The tend- 
ency toward lower interest rates has 
been reversed and current flotations 
again bear effective rates of slightly 
above 6 percent. 

Meanwhile, the Government has sup- 
ported the Central Bank’s restrictive 
policy by what started out as a psycho- 
logical campaign, designed to per- 
suade labor to keep wage demands 
within reasonable limits and manage- 
ment to keep prices stable, but ended 
up as a program providing for various 
measures to keep the economy moving 
forward on an even keel. 


Measures To Affect Prices 


Some of these measures, such as the 
proposed excise tax reductions and 
efforts to keep Government-controlled 
prices stable, are designed to have a 
direct effect on prices. Others aim at 
exerting pressure on prices over a 
longer period by stimulating competi- 
tion—domestically by introducing 
strict anticartel legislation and inter- 
nationally by further liberalization 
measures and tariff reductions. 

The Government program also pro- 
vides for increased importation of 
foreign labor, to relieve tensions on 
the labor market. Finally, the Gov- 
ernment proposes to check the some- 
what hectic activities in the building 
sector, where the most notable price 
increases have occurred so far, by 
temporarily suspending nonessential 
public building projects and by sup- 
porting efforts to increase building 
activities during the winter. 

Although prices obviously are a po- 
litically explosive subject in West Ger- 
many, the price situation and the 
wage drive alone cannot account for 
the vast attention recently devoted 
to the economy, particularly to the 
Government's program. The Minister 
of Economics, who lit the fires under 
the current discussions, undoubtedly 
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has attempted to use the price issye — 
to gain support for implemen . 
some of his long-range objectives, gy — 
the program’s contents indicate ~ 
Thereby, he has touched off a contro. 
versy between economic groups ang ~ 
their political supporters, whose in. é 
terests are variously affected by the 
proposals now being considered. 

Public reaction to the Government 
program can probably best be exam. 
ined in the framework of the Minis. 
ter’s “free-market policy,” most of the 
essential elements of which are re. 
flected in the program. This policy 
oo both a domestic and a foreign 
side. 


On the domestic side, there have 
been no organized efforts to impose 
Government controls and restrictions, 
This, of course, finds the full support 
of industry with regard to price con- 
trols and raw material allocation 
legislation, and of labor with regard 
to wage controls. 


As a result, the main current {s- 
sue in the free-market policy is the 
problem of cartels. Here, industry js 
the Government’s principal opponent, 
The president of the Germany Indus- 
try Association favors legislation per- 
mitting cartels to operate with rela- 
tively little hindrance, except in the 
case of their “misuse.” The Minister 
of Economics, on the other hand, 
favors the prohibition of cartels in 
principle. Interestingly, some labor 
leaders reportedly do not object to 
cartels because they hope to share 
in operating them through codeter- 
mination. 

The major question now is whether 
or not industry will be able to get 
support for its procartel position from 
other groups, such as agriculturalists, 
who desire very strong protective and 
parity legislation, and retail and han- 
dicraft interests, which wish to re- 
institute some restrictive business 


—— reminiscent of the guild sys- 
m. 


On the foreign side of the free-mar- 
ket policy, the Minister of Economics 
favors progressive elimination of quota 
restrictions, lowering of tariffs, freer 
exchange of currencies, and greater 
mobility of labor. Industrial groups— 
in contrast to their negative position 
on the free-market policy domestical- 
ly, in their procartel position—are 
among the stronger supporters for the 
Minister’s liberalizing measures in for- 
eign trade and payments. 


Apparently this is because German 
industry feels in a strong position to 
compete with many foreign industries. 
The fact that industry's chief spokes- 
man criticized the suggestion to lower 
tariff rates in order to check prices 
appears to be due to his desire to 
make sure that any German moves of 
this sort are used in bargaining for 
compensatory tariff decreases in other 
countries. It does not indicate that in- 
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dustry has reversed its long-range po- 
sition on free trade. 

Agriculture and labor, unlike indus- 
try, both feel threatened, to a certain 
extent, by the liberalizing effects of 
the Government’s foreign economic 
policy. Agriculture, a relatively non- 
competitive sector of the economy, 
hopes that certain protective quota 
and tariff barriers may be maintained. 
Labor is generally opposed to large- 
scale importation of foreign labor, 
fearing impairment of its bargaining 
position. 

Tax Concessions Favored 


In view of these crosscurrents, the 
Government program, particularly the 
measures for stimulating competition, 
may not emerge from Parliament in- 
tact. Efforts to check the public con- 
struction boom, supported by the Cen- 
tral Bank’s reluctance to participate 
in further prefinancing of public 
building activities, also is running 
into determined opposition from var- 
jous groups. Only the Government’s 
proposals to reduce certain excise 
taxes and to introduce some other tax 
concessions have met with little or no 
opposition. 

The Government is frequently crit- 
icized, however, for not going far 
enough on tax concessions. Influen- 
tial business circles, aware that total 
Government revenues are running at 
an annual rate of approximately 3 
billion marks above estimates made 
at the beginning of the fiscal year, 


have come out for general tax reduc- 
tions. They argue that such a step 
would serve to increase disposable in- 
come and thus help ease the pres- 
sure for wage increases. However, 
the Government and the Central Bank 
have come out against general tax 
reductions at this time, pointing out 
that such a step would provide an 
additional stimulant and increase up- 
ward pressure on the price level. 


As these crosscurrents indicate, 
price and wage developments alone 
do not justify the recent concentra- 
tion on economic matters. Realization 
that the price discussions are serving 
also as a forum for conflicting interest 
groups to advance their long-term 
policies makes it easier to avoid ex- 
aggerating the importance of existing 
inflationary tendencies. 

Moreover, there are several im- 
portant sources of deflationary pres- 
sure, such as the continuing high level 
of Government cash surpluses and the 
decline in trade surpluses. The season- 
al lull in economic activity, which 
normally sets in in the winter, may 
reduce the pressure that is expected 
to build up during most of the rest 
of the year. 

It thus appears that the economy’s 
position is less precarious than the 
recent clamor would indicate. The 
next real test on the price problem 
is expected a year from now, when 
rearmament orders may have reached 
a substantial volume—Emb., Bonn. 





Philippine Production . . . 
(Continued from Page 2) 


313.7 in September, compared with 
321.3 in September 1954. 


Investment Declines 


Investment activity declined in the 
quarter, according to the limited data 
available, with both new construction 
in Manila and capital investments in 
new firms lower than second-quarter 
levels. Nevertheless, investment inter- 
est in certain lines remained high. 
The Industrial Development Center 
loan program sponsored by the Inter- 
national Cooperation Administration 
approved 33 applications for dollar 
assistance aggregating $4,321,412 and 
8 applications for peso loans totaling 
6,626,993 pesos (1 peso—U.S. $0.50), 
primarily to finance imports of capi- 
tal equipment. 

Similarly, 1,022,400 pesos in loans 
was underwritten by the ICA Indus- 
trial Guarantee and Loan Fund. The 
Export-Import Bank of Washington 
approved a $1.8-million loan to an 
American rubber company, which 
plans to establish a rubber-tire fac- 
tory. 

There was considerable investment 
interest in base metal mining, stimu- 
lated by the Government’s invitation 
for: concession bids on the Surigao- 
Nonoc Island nickel-laterite deposits. 
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These, together with several copper 
properties, drew the interest of po- 


tential foreign investors, including, 


American and Japanese firms. 
Developments in the financial field 
were dominated by the Government’s 
fiscal operations. National Govern- 
ment cash balances decreased by some 
30.7 million pesos in the quarter, this 
decline being reflected in an esti- 
mated increase of 27.2 million pesos 
in the money supply and in an expan- 
sion of domestic credit amounting to 
an estimated 40.7 million pesos, owing 
principally to an increase of the pub- 
lic debt. The latter increased by, 34.3 
million pesos, from 1,258.1 llion 
pesos at the end of June to 1,292.4 
million pesos at the end of September. 


The ‘outlook for the fourth quarter 
was for a continued stabilization of 
production and exports at about the 
same levels as those of the fourth 
quarter of 1954, with imports remain- 
ing restricted by the policies adopted 
in midyear. The balance of payments 
was expected to be approximately in 
equilibrium.—Emb., Manila. 





Argentine grain exports in the first 
3 months of the 1955-56 fiscal year 
amounted to 1,160,000 metric tons, 
compared with 1,914,000 tons in the 
like quarter of 1954-55, the Foreign 
Agricultural Service reports. 


ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


West Berlin Makes 
Remarkable Progress 


The extent of West Berlin’s general 
economic progress was confirmed by 
third-quarter economic developments. 

Although quantitatively Berlin’s 
progress still lags far behind that of 
the Federal Republic, its rate of im- 
provement continues to be greater. 
It now seems clear that West Berlin’s 
1955 gross municipal product will ex- 
ceed the 1954 figure by about 17 per- 
cent, while the West German increase 
over 1954 is expected to be about 10 
percent. ’ 

There still is some excess capacity 
and the reserves among the unem- 
ployed are relatively large. West Ber- 
liners, therefore, hope that the meas- 
ures to check the boom in West 
Germany will not hinder further ex- 
pansion in Berlin. 

The normal seasonal lulls occurred 
in July and August but in September 
the index of indust production 
rose to 110 (1936=100), a new high. 
For the third quarter as a whole the 
index of industrial production was 19 
index points above 1954 and 34 points 
above 1953. 


The September rise was. based on 
general progress in all branches of 
industry. Contributing most was the 
electrical engineering industry, Ber- 
lin’s largest single industry, which 
recorded an even larger than usual 
autumn upsurge. The clothing in- 
dustry hit its usual seasonal peak in 
September and produced at an index 
figure of 262 (1936—100). 


The general production rise plus 
continued high activity in the build- 
ing industry helped to bring unem- 
ployment down to 116,0%, a new low, 
about 12 percent of the labor force. 
Unemployment in past years has gone 
down somewhat in October, and that 
month was expected to show the low 
figure for the year. The end of the 
outdoor work season in November 
was expected to cause a rise in unem- 
ployment. 


Unemployment Still Prevails 


The great distance which Berlin still 
has to go to approach West German 
development is demonstrated by a 
comparison of Berlin’s post blockade 
high industrial production index of 110 
with the Federal Republic’s high of 
210. The structural nature of Berlin’s 
unemployment — demonstrated anew 
by a review completed in the third 
quarter—is further proof of the con- 
tinuing nature of Berlin’s recovery 
problem. Despite strides to improve 
industrial production, large numbers 
of women and older clerical employees 
of both sexes still are unable to find 
jobs. 


Berlin business circles remained 
(Continued on Page 6) 
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Htalian Economy Shows 
Further Expansion 


The Italian economy continued 
rapid expansion in the third quarter 
of 1955, with every indication of an 
even greater growth in the fourth 
quarter. 

This year’s increase in gross na- 
tional product apparently will be well 
ahead of last year. Excellent growing 
conditions have resulted in an extra- 
ordinary harvest, which appears, on 
the whole, to rival 1953’s peak. The 
adjusted industrial-production index 
has reached a level virtually double 
that of 1948, only the textile industry 
countering the general advance. 
Wages, wholesale prices, and cost of 
living have remained largely steady. 
Despite the heightened economic ac- 
tivity, unemployment has declined 
slightly. 

The financial base for the economic 
expansion appears sound. Inflation 
causes no alarm, and the lira remains 
stable. Banks are in a general condi- 
tion of being liquid. The cash bud- 
get for the fiscal year 1955 showed a 
deficit decrease, and spending author- 
ization in the current budget increased 
less than the anticipated revenue in- 
crease. 

Trade Deficit Up 

The trade deficit for the first 8 
months was greater than last year’s 
but there was continued improvement 
over the deficits of 1952 and 1953. The 
trade volume increased. In the bal- 
ance of payments on current account, 
the increased receipts from tourism 
and invisibles about equaled the trade- 
deficit increase. Nevertheless, the 
maintenance of Italy’s balance-of- 
payments position continued to de- 
pend heavily on extraordinary receipts 

‘from U. 8S. aid and military expendi- 
tures. 

The Italian trade pattern is under- 
going some significant changes. The 
percentage of trade with the dollar 
area is increasing—18 percent of im- 
ports and 15 percent of exports—but 
imports are expanding much more 
rapidly than exports, partly because 
of the need for U. S. coal. 

The percentage of trade with the 
countries belonging to the Organiza- 
tion for European Economic Co- 
operation is decreasing—69 percent of 
imports and 65 percent of exports— 
while the deficit decreases. The per- 
centage of trade with other countries 
is increasing, as is the favorable trade 
balance. The 8-month figure shows 
a slight decrease in the deficit with 
West Germany, which has become 
Italy’s primary source of supply and 
trade outlet. 
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West Berlin... 
(Continued from Page 5) 


apparently unworried about repeated 
assertions by the Soviet Zone regime 
that it intended to carry out the con- 
trols over German traffic to and from 
Berlin in accordance with its newly 
gained status as a sovereign state. 
Similarly, neither the confidence of 
Berlin nor of the West German firms 
which place orders in Berlin appears 
to have been shaken by the continua- 
tion of the sharply increased Auto- 
bahn use toll levied by the Soviet Zone 
regime in April. On the contrary, 
there have been new indications that 
West German investors are increas- 
ingly attracted to Berlin by the 20- 
percent income tax preferences and 
the plentiful labor supply. 


Discount Rate Increased 


Despite the prevailing air of confi- 
dence there was some anxiety over 
the possible effects in Berlin of the 
anti-inflationary measures to be 
undertaken by the Federal Govern- 
ment. Although the Berlin Central 


ee 


Bank is not legally bound to adopt the 
policies of the Bank deutscher Laen. 
der, it was decided to follow suit on 
the increase of the discount rate 
announced in early August. The pres- 
ent favorable liquidity of West Berlin 
banks plus the stimulative effect of 
the 20-percent tax preferences are 
believed to be strong enough to 
counteract the depressive effect of 
the discount rate increase. 


Berlin has not yet given effect to 
the Federal prohibition, announced jn 
September, on the discounting of 
short-term bills of exchange for 
housing construction, pending a study 
of the influence such action would 
have on the local construction in- 
dustry. Although political pressures 
will tend to force Berlin to adopt the 
same financial policies as the Federal 
Republic, and sound financial man- 
agement in many cases will dictate 
uniform policies, the inappropriateness 
of deflationary measures in the still 
lagging Berlin economy is becoming 
clearer in local circles ——Emb., Bonn. 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS Bai 





France Grants Subsidy Japan Lists Import Commodities 
Requiring Certificate of Origin 


Commodities imported into Japan for which a certificate of origin is 
required from the United States and some other countries if the Japa- 
nese importer is to receive the benefit of the lower import duty rates 


To Newspaper Industry 


A fund of 1.5 billion francs has been 
allocated by the French Government 
to provide a subsidy for the French 
newsprint industry. 

The fund, administered by the 
Caisse Generale de Perequation de la 
Papeterie (Compensation Fund for 
the Paper Industry), will be used to 
pring the price of French pulp for the 
newspaper industry in line with the 
price of similar imported pulp and to 
encourage its production by a pre- 
mium of 1.4 francs a kilogram (2.2 
pounds). 


The fund also will permit resale of 
newsprint at 54 francs a kilogram, 
the current c. i. f. price per kilogram of 
imported pulp, instead of at 59.5 
francs, and thus will benefit news- 
print users as well as newsprint pro- 
ducers. 


Both the compensation and the pre- 
mium are payable quarterly retroac- 
tive to February 5. The effective av- 
erage price of imported pulp for news- 
print will be calculated at the end of 
each quarter and the difference be- 
tween this estimated price and the 
price of the same quantity of similar 
French pulp for newsprint will be 
credited to the subsidy fund. From 
this fund newsprint producers will be 
paid the portion of the subsidy and 
the premium to which they are en- 
titled each quarter. Eventually ad- 
vances may be made to them before 
the end of the applicable quarter up 
to a maximum of 60 percent of the 
sum paid in the previous quarter as 
compensation for newsprint. 

Formerly paper producers using 
imported pulp had to pay to Caisse 
Generale de Perequation de la Papete- 
rie the difference between the average 
price of imported pulp and the equali- 
zation price. 

As a result of the equalization of 
prices of domestic paper pulp utilized 
by the newsprint industry at the level 
of c. i. f. prices of similar imported 
pulp at French ports, the Govern- 
ment-fixed price of newsprint is 
maintained approximately at world 
market rates. 


The subsidy fund was allocated by 
an order published in the Journal 
Officiel of November 1.—Emb. Paris. 





Western German cotton imports 
during the August 1954-July 1955 mar- 
keting year amounted to 1,211,000 
bales of 500 pounds gross, represent- 
ing a 3-percent decline from the 
1,264,000 bales imported in 1953-54, 
the Foreign Agricultural Service re- 
ports. 
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recently negotiated at Geneva are 
Import Tariff of Japan. 


Although these rates were reduced 
by Japan as tariff concessions in ne- 
gotiations with various contracting 
parties to the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade, the benefits of the 
concessions have been extended on a 
reciprocal basis to non-GATT coun- 
tries in accordance with its most-fav- 
ored-nation policy (Foreign Commerce 
Veekly, Dec. 5, 1955, p. 11). 


Commodities on which rates of duty 
were reduced in GATT, as listed in 
the Import Tariff, and for which cer- 
tificates of origin are required are the 
following: 


Maraschino cherries and pineapples, canned, 
bottled, or potted; cherries, except maraschino 
cherries, peaches, and pears, canned, bottled, 
or potted; asparagus in airtight containers; 
fresh lemons and limes; dried grapes, includ- 
ing “resin Corinth seedless;” dried figs; 
chocolate confectioneries, and chewing gum; 
candy and other sugar confectioneries; fruit 
juices, sugard, not over 10 percent by weight 
of cane sugar, naturally and artificially con- 
tained; fruit juices, not sugared, not over 
10 percent by weight of cane sugar, naturally 
contained; sauces; instant coffee, or soluble 
coffee; coffee extracts, coffee essences, and 
similar preparations containing coffee; other 
preparations containing coffee. 


Beer; bourbon whisky and rye whisky, pro- 
vided the container is labeled to indicate the 
commercial identification of the product and 
the label is approved by the Government or 
a Government instrumentality of country of 
origin; rum; tomato paste and tomato puree 
in airtight containers; vegetable soups and 
vegetable juices in airtight containers; spear- 
mint oil; peppermint oil; pine oil; lard. 

Lubricating, cutting, and insulating oils, 
and liquid paraffin; grease; petrolatum of dark- 
er color than light yellow; tall oil; boric acid; 
natural saltpeter; cellulose acetate; synthetic 
resins used as materials, of vinyl chloride 
series and vinyl acetate series; 


Penicillin and steptomycin; dentifirices and 
similar items; lipsticks, rouges, and creams, 
except shaving cream; toilet powder; other 
toilet preparations, except shaving prepara- 
tions. 

Tetraethyl lead; aluminum hydroxide; vita- 
mins and vitamin preparations; diethylamino- 
acet-2.6-xylidide; aureomycin; alkali blue- 
toner; cellulose lacquers and varnish; pearl 
essence. 

Fabrics consisting wholly of synthetic fibers 
or mixed with acetyl cellulose fibers, exceed- 
ing 30.48 centimeters in width, excluding pile 
fabrics, toweling fabrics, lace fabrics, nettings, 
figured fabrics, gauze, tire cord fabrics, and 
similar items; slide fasteners; dresses, suits, 
and overcoats, wool or mixed with other fibers, 
other than knitted; manufactures of paper, 
other than those specifically provided for in 
the tariff; marble, polished slabs, or manu- 
factures; high-temperature refractory cements, 
bonding mortars, and other refractory con- 
struction materials. 


Fabrics of spun glass exceeding 30.48 centi- 
meters in width; glass tumblers, stemware, 
and other drinking glasses; blister copper bar; 
bars and rods of brass and bronze; pipes and 
tubes of brass and bronze not coated with 
metal; cocks and valves of copper, brass, or 
bronze; metal-cutting hacksaw blades, thicker 
than BWG No. 22, for use other than in 
machines, circular saw blades, milling cutters, 
and gear cutters; cutlery other than razors 
and blades and other than those made of or 
combined with precious metals, metals coated 
with precious metals, precious stones, semi- 


listed in the 1955 edition of the 





precious stones, pearls, shell of pearl oyster, 
coral, elephant’s ivory, or tortoise shell; table 
or wall clocks; electric clocks, including master 
clocks and secondary clocks. 

Microscopes or parts thereof, except elec- 
tronic microscopes; medical, except dental, 
and surgical, including anaesthe tic, instru- 
ments and appliances and parts thereof except 
electric and radiological apparatus for medical 
purposes (not including tools and instruments 
merely activated by electric motors), surgical 
needles, forceps, knives, saws, scissors, and 
other hand-held instruments and 
thereof; cash registers; laboratory apparatuses 
or instruments, and parts thereof other than 
those specifically provided for in the tariff. 

Motion picture cameras exceeding 16 mil- 
limeters in film width; other cameras ex 
those for microscope or aircraft and except 
motion picture cameras of 16 millimeters or 
less; lenses for cameras; ogramophones; 
gramophones, coin-operated; gramophone 
records; radio receivers; television vers 
and chassis thereof, with cathode ray tube, 
maximum length of imagine face 58.42 centi- 
meters or over; 

Passenger cars, including passenger jeeps, 
over 254 s centimeters in wheel base, rohan 
autotricycles; pneumatic tires; autobicycles 
with a piston displacement of 901.3 cubic 
centimeters or over; airplanes, with four en- 
gines or more; 

Industrial sewing machines other than single 
needle straight line stitching machines; sta- 
tistical machines of card system; parts of 
statistical machines of card system; fountain 
pens, including ballpens; mechanical neils; 
pencils, pens, and parts thereof, with holders 
or caps made of or combined with precious 
metals, metals coated with precious metals, 
precious stones, semiprecious stones, Paper 
coral, elephant ivory, or tortoise shell; 
posed cinematographic films, 35 mallliaetens 4 in 
width; tape for tape recorders. 


The following countries are entitled 
to the lower rates of import duty and 


therefore subject to the certificate-of- 
origin ~equirement: 


Argentine Dopablic, Austria, Bel 
Burma, Cam a, Canada, Ceylon, 
Republic of China, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Czechoslovakia. 

Denmark, Dominican Republic, t, 
Salvador, Ethiopia, Finland, Federal public 
of Germany, Greece. 

Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Italy, 
Republic of Korea, Laos, Liberia, Luxemburg. 


Mexico, Netherlands, Nicaragua, Norway, 
Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Philippines, Saudi 
Arabia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Syria, 


Thailand, Turkey. 

United Kingdom, United States of America, 
Uruguay, Venezuela, Viet-Nam, Yugoslavia. 

Certification of origin of goods 
to be shipped is made by Japanese 
consular offices. In the United States 
such offices are located in New York, 
San Francisco, Los Angeles, Chicago, 
Seattle, New Orleans, Portland, and 
Honolulu. The Embassy in Washing- 
ton also provides certification services. 

In areas in which no Japanese con- 
sular office is established certification 
by local chambers of commerce, cus- 
toms authorities, or other government 
agencies is acceptable. 

Although a certificate-of-origin 
form is used by Japanese consular 


(Continued on Page 8) 
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Indonesians Invite 
Foreign Investments 


The Government of Indonesia in- 
vites foreign investors to provide 
capital in increasing amounts to help 
accelerate the country’s economic 
development and assist in boosting 
production for improvement of living 
standards. 

The invitation, included in a Gov- 
ernment policy statement announced 
on December 8, includes specifically 
both government loans and private 
investment. 

The substance of the announce- 
ment is quite broad, indicating gen- 
eral policies already existing but im- 
plying freer repatriation of capital 
and transfers of earnings. Work is 
said to be in progress on a draft for- 
eign investment law which will indi- 
cate in specific terms more attractive 
treatment of foreign capital than it 
has formerly received. 

Companies operating wholly or 
largely in Indonesia, according to the 
announcement, would have to be es- 
tablished and incorporated under In- 
donesian laws. Fields closed to for- 
eign investment would be limited to 
public utilities, some small industries 
traditionally operated by Indonesians, 
and industries involving the security 
of the country, for example, muni- 
tions and nuclear energy plants. 

With some exceptions foreign in- 
vestment would be limited to 49 per- 
cent of the capital of basic indus- 
tries. Transfer of all profits abroad 
after payment of taxes would be per- 
mitted, as well as repatriation of 
capital after a period of operation 
not yet designated. 

New regulations will be drawn up 
covering use of land by industries, 
large estates, and other enterprises 
for a maximum period of 40 years, 
with the possibility of further ex- 
tension of leases. More favorable tax- 
ation and depreciation provisions 
for foreign investments are indicated. 





Egyptian Export Controls 
Put Under Customs Office 


The Egyptian Office of Export Con- 
trol, Ministry of Finance and Econo- 
my, was transferred on July 1, from 
Cairo to the Customs Administration 
in Alexandria. 

The following statement accom- 
panied tHe notice of transfer: 

“The Minister of Finance and 
Economy, desirous of seeing trade 
conditions revert to what they were 
prior to the war has, effective July 1, 
1955, added the work of the Export 
Control Office to the Customs Admin- 
istration at Alexandria. Consequently, 
all persons interested in matters re- 
lating to exports from Egypt, includ- 
ing general exports and trade sam- 


ples, will submit their applications on 
special export forms to the Customs 
Administration, Export Control Sec- 
tion, Alexandria.” 


The Office of Export Control was 
established during World War II and 
has been in operation since that time. 


Chile, Bolivia Agree 
On Trade, Payments 


A new commercial agreement signed 
between Chile and Bolivia on Novem- 
ber 10 continues with a slight increase 
Bolivia’s current deliveries of auto- 
motive gasoline for consumption in 
the northern part of Chile, which to- 
gether with minerals, notably lead and 
tin, make up the larger part of 
the $2.5 million worth of Bolivian 
products to be exported to Chile. 


The list of Chilean goods to be ex- 
ported to Bolivia is much more varied 
and reflects Chile’s increasing ability 
to place manufactured goods in the 
export market. 


The payments agreement, signed on 
the same date, follows the general 
pattern of similar agreements negoti- 
ated by Chile with other South Amer- 
ican countries. 


These agreements are the outgrowth 
of the Chilean President’s visit to La 
Paz in August and follow the signing 
in October of a protocol to the Chilean- 
Bolivian Economic Complementation 
Treaty. Under the terms of the eco- 
nomic treaty the countries agreed to 
work together to establish a pipeline 
from Bolivia to the northern Chilean 
port of Arica, through which Bolivia 
agreed to provide Chile with 3,000 
barrels of crude oil a day with an op- 
tion for an additional 3,000 barrels. 








French Suspend 8-Percent 
Duty on Some Nickel Scrap 


The French import duty of 8 per- 
cent ad valorem on nickel scrap has 
been temporarily suspended on the 
following types of scrap: 

Scrap and waste of raw nickel, pure or al- 
loyed with manganese, French tariff item No. 
1332 C; ingots, discs, cubes, balls, and pellets 
of nickel alloys containing more than 10 per- 
cent of nickel and less than 10 percent of iron 
(Nos. ex 1337 A and ex 1342); waste and scrap 
of manufactured articles of nickel alloys con- 
taining 10 percent and more of nickel and less 
than 10 percent of iron (Nos. ex 1337 B and 
ex 1342 B). 

This duty suspension, effected by 
a decree published in the Journal Of- 
ficiel of November 20, is said to be 
intended to afford further relief to 
the national steel companies that 
they may not be overtaxed as com- 
pared with similar enterprises in 
other member States of the Euro- 
pean Coal and Steel Community. The 
duty on pure raw nickel or nickel al- 
loyed with manganese has been sus- 
pended since July 1954. 





Bank of the Republic 
Formed in Egypt 


The Bank of the Republic a 
new Government-controlled 
banking institution, was estab- 
lished in Egypt on October 27. 

Authorized capital of the new 
bank is E£2 million, represented 
by 1 million shares of Ef£2 each. 
(1 Egyptian pound — US$2.85). 
Paid-in capital reportedly 
amounts to E£782,333, as follows: 
£327,000, value of land on which 
the Bank will be constructed, 
contributed by the Public Sery- 
ices Council; £212,811, subscribed 
by the public; £131,696, by work- 
ers; £6,836, by members of the 
Police Force; £5,363, by the Min- 
istry of Supply; £2,827, by mem- 
bers of the Armed Forces; £95,800 
by workers’ organizations. 











Japan Lists... 


(Continued from Page 7) 
offices, no special standard form has 
been devised for this purpose. Appli- 
cants need only submit a document 
showing place of origin; places of 
purchase, departure, and destination; 
marks and/or numbers on the 
commodities; commodity description; 
number of packages; quantities of 
merchandise; and value. In addition 
a statement must be included cer- 
tifying that the commodities enu- 
merated were produced or manu- 
factured in place of origin shown in 
the form. Finally, the document must 
be signed by the applicant and the 
certifying officer and date of certifi- 
cation must be noted. 





Ecuador Levies 75-Percent 
Tax on Imports, Exports 


All imports into Ecuador have been 
made subject to an ad valorem tax of 
0.75 percent of their f. 0. b. value. 


This tax, levied by a decree pub- 
lished on November 8, is in addition 
to the tax of 10 percent of the f. o, b. 
value applicable to imports included 
in Ecuadoran import list 2 on May 31, 
1955 (Foreign Commerce Weekly, Aug. 
29, 1955, p. 12). 


The same 75-percent tax also is im- 
posed on the f. o. b. value of all Ecua- 
doran exports, except rice, manufac- 
tures of toquilla straw, vegetable 
ivory, castor beans, balsa wood, and 
cinchona bark. 


Funds derived from this tax are 
designated for various port works.— 
Registro Oficial, Quito. 
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More Items Exempt From 
Egyptian Import Tax 


Additional Egyptian tariff items 
exempted from the 7-percent ad va- 
lorem import duty imposed by. Egypt 
on September 1, as specified in Min- 
istry of Finance and Economy order 
No. 124 of October 30, are as follows: 


1. Horses; 2, asses, mules, young mules; 3, 
bovine species; 4, ovine species; 5, caprine 
species; 6, fowl imported for reproduction pur- 
poses or for scientific organizations provided 
@ license from the Ministry of Agriculture 
is secured; 7b, bees. 


8a, Camels and young camels; 8b, suckling 
camels accompanied by their mothers; 9, 
butchery meats; 15, fresh fish, living or dead, 
or preserved fresh through refrigeration; 17c, 
tortoises. 


20a1. Powdered milk; 20a2, preserved milk 
in lumps, liquid or condensed, sweetened or 
not, even in airtight containers; 21, chee, 


table butter, salted or not; 29, tandons, skins, 
remnants of tanned leather for industry; 
49a, potatoes for sowing purposes; 5ic, beans, 
kidney beans, lentils; 51d, fanugreek. 


57a, Oranges produced in area under control 
of Egyptian Forces in Palestine; 63b, water- 
melons produced in area under control of 
Egyptian Forces in Palestine; 69, wheat, brown 
spelt, or mixture of wheat and rye; 72, barley 
and winter barley; 74, maize; 75, black spelt, 
millet, and other cereal grains; 77a, grit, 
somelina, from wheat, brown spelt, or a mix- 
ture of wheat and rye; 86a, other plants or 
parts thereof, seeds and fruits used in per- 
fumery or in medicine. 


90c, Resin, copal, turpentine, colophane, and 
similar items; 91lb, licorice juice, pure, from 


licorice wood; 96, animal grease coming from 
the equine species, for industry; 99b, other 
greases extracted from lanolin and fish grease, 
fulling greases, and similar greases; 10la, other 
fats of animal origin not elsewhere mentioned 
or included, used in industry. 

103b, Peanut oil; 103c, sesame oil; 103d, coco- 
nut oil, “‘talucuma” oil, illips oil, palm-kernel 
oil; 103e, paim oil: 103i, 


castor seed oil and 
“pulghore” oil; 107, lees or dregs of oils; 111, 
vegetable raw or purified waxes, even bleached 


(carnauba, Myrica, Japan, etc.). 

121, Nonalcoholic sirups basically made of 
heated sugar; 138, vegetable extracts for prep- 
aration of refreshing beverages, or soft drinks; 
139, Nonalcoholic fruit liquid Jujpes and non- 
alcoholic fruit sirups in large cOntainers, be- 
sides bottles or airtight containers. 

201, Diatomaceous earth; 203, raw mica in 
sheets, plates, or thick discs; 210a, raw coal, 
including anthracite; 210b, carbonized coal, 
or coke; 210c, coal agglomerates, molded or in 
balls; 216, ozooerite (mineral wax), raw, cere- 
sin, or purified mineral wax. 

221b, Gasoline and white spirit; 22ic, kero- 
sene; 222, lubricating oils; 223, mazut, fuel 
oil, diesel oil, solar oil, and gas oil; 226, solid 
paraffin, raw or refined; 227b, vaseline for in- 
dustrial purposes. 

235d, Sodium or potassium chromates and 
bichromates; 262, dyewood extracts and cojor- 
ing matters of vegetable origin; 275, enamels 
for metals or earthenware or other products 
either in original form or liquid or powdered; 
531, felts and felt fabrics, glued on rubber or 
fabrics containing 


rubber or on leather pre- 
pared for making cardling apparatuses; 617a1, 


enamels in their original form or in the shape 
of crystallized salts commercially known by 
the name “frit.” 


640, Hoop iron or steel, hot or cold-rolled; 
654, implements of cast iron, iron, or steel, 
with or without handles, even nickeled,.spades, 
shovels, mattocks, picks, hoes, forks, rakes, 
Wweeders, scythes and sickles, saws, and other; 
655, tools for machine tools, even nickeled; 
656, other tools; 700, raw nickel in its original 
shape or in the shape of ingots, cubes, cast 
Slabs, nickel filings, and scrap and old nickel 
hardgot products; 805, Propellers, engines, and 
parts for airplanes of any kind, not elsewhere 
mentioned. 


The enactment of regulations insti- 
tuting the new 7-percent ad valorem 
import tax was reported in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, September 19, 1955, 


December 26, 1955 


Use of German Accounts Eased 


Nonresidents of the Federal Re- 
public of Germany now may make 
freer use of their liberalized capital 
accounts in that country for paying 
persons-or institutions in the Republic 
or in Western Berlin. 


One of the main features of this 
newest extension of the use of such 
accounts, permitted by Central Bank 
general license No. 76/75, published 
in the Bundesanzeiger of November 3, 
is that maintenance payments and 
donations may be made from an ac- 
count without limit whether it is 
held by a natural or a judicial person. 

The accounts now may be drawn 
upon for: 


ePayment of taxes, public duties, 
court and attorney fees, either fixed 
by the official schedule or levied by 
authorities on assets held by the ac- 
count holder or his close relatives, 

ePayment of the cost of graves or 
their maintenance in the Federal 
Republic or Western Berlin. 

Such payments may be made out of 
the accounts of natural or legal per- 
sons and are not limited to graves 
of close relatives. 

e Maintenance payments, subsistence 
allowances, and donations and any 
other gratuitous payments without 
limit, whether the account holder is 
a natural or a legal person.’ 

Such payments formerly were lim- 
ited to 1,000 marks, or US$252, a month 
per account holder and generally were 
authorized out of accounts of natural 
persons only. 


As in the past, liberalized capital 
mark accounts also may be drawn 
upon for the following purposes: 

ePayment of commissions, fees, and 
expenses owed by the account holder 
to credit institutions in the Federal 
Republic or Western Berlin in connec- 
tion with the maintenance of liberal- 
ized capital accounts and the pur- 
chase, sale or ueposit, and administra- 
tion of securities. 


ePayment for traveling or living 


expenses in the Republic or Western - 


Berlin of account holders, members of 
their immediate families, and accom- 
panying domestic employees may be 


made from accounts held by natural ° 


persons. 


ePayments to legal representatives 
or employees of account holders may 
be made from accounts held by legal 
persons whose main office or seat is 





page 8. Items exempted from the tax 
by Ministry of Finance and Economy 
order No. 105 of September 11 are 
listed in the issue of October 24, 
page 7. 


outside the Federal Republic or West- 
ern Berlin. 

eSettlement of premiums for life, 
accident, or health insurance pay- 
able in German marks and owed by an 
account holder or members of his 
family to insurance firms in the Re- 
public or Western Berlin. ; 

eSettlement of premiums for - 
age insurance payable in 
marks to insurance firms in the Re- 
public or Western Berlin, provided 
the property is in the Republic or 
Western Berlin or accompanies the 
account holder or members of his 
family on journeys outside that terri- 
tory. 

A former liberalization of capital 
German mark accounts was an- 
nounced in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
July 18, 1955, page 12. 


-Cuban-Icelandic Pact 
Specifies MFN Trade 


Cuba and Iceland in a new trade 
agreement signed on October 3 pro- 
vide for reciprocal, unconditional, 
most-favored-nation treatment in cus- 
toms duties, surcharges, consular fees, 
and other assessments incident to 
merchandise trade, exchange controls, 
and import quotas. 

Exceptions to these provisions are 
concessions, special duties, preferences, 
favors, etc., granted by Cuba exclu- 
sively to the United States in matters 
covered by the agreement. 


Iceland guarantees to purchase re- 
fined sugar for domestic use in a 
quantity equivalent to 75 percent of 
annual consumption but in no case 
less than 4,000 long tons every year in 
which the agreement is in effect. The 
sugar must be available in the world 
market at the usual commercial! prices 
and terms and will be paid for in U. 8. 
dollars to the Cuban exporter. 

Iceland further agrees to acquire 
in Cuba twisted tobacco to a value 
of $5,000, and rum valued at $3,000, 
every year of the agreement. 

Cuban merchandise imports from 





Iceland up to a value of $750,000 will. 


be accorded most-favored-treatment. 
Merchandise imported in excess of 
that amount will receive the treat- 
ment ordinarily granted such mer- 
chandise under the general laws of 


Cuba. Icelandic merchandise will be 


paid for in dollars. 


Icelandic merchandise imports from 
Cuba will be granted the treatment, 
with specified limitations, generally 
granted Cuban merchandise. 

The new agreement, effective Oc- 
tober 18, will remain in force until 
October 3, 1958, unless abrogated by 
one of the contracting parties on 3 
months’ notice.—Emb., Havana. 
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U. S. Mission to Bogota Fair 
Reports Trade Opportunities 


The first group of new business opportunities in Colombia has been 
reported by the U. S. Trade Mission to the Bogota International Indus- 
tries Fair, held in Bogota, November 25—December 11. 

Interested parties should correspond direct with the firms in Co- 
lombia. World Trade Directory reports on each firm are available or 


in preparation and may be obtained 
by qualified U. S. firms for $1 each 
from the Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision, or through any Department of 
Commerce Field Office. 


The new opportunities follow: 


Activated Carbon: 


Plasticol (manufacturer), Apartado 
Aereo 7016, Calle 21, 71-25, Bogota, 
wishes to export various grades of ac- 
tivated carbon direct or through agent. 


Agencies: 


H. A. Grotte (manufacturers’ agent), 
Apartado Aereo 5820, Bogota, is inter- 
ested in acquiring additional agencies 
for U. S. products. 


Steinberg, Wronsky & Co., Ltd. (im- 
port representative), Calle 12, 10-10, 
Officina 503-509, Bogota, wishes to ac- 
, Quire agency for agricultural machin- 
ery, fertilizers, paper and cardboard, 
metals, electric cables and wire, small 
electric generators operated by diesel 
or gas, building materials, iron, steel, 
copper, wire, and pipe. 


Agricultural Machinery: 


Casa Schaps, Ltda. (importer and 
exporter), P. O. Box 582, Barranquilla, 
wishes to import direct agricultural 
machinery including fumigating 
equipment. 


Automotive Parts: 


Representaciones Marcol, Ltda. 
(commission agent), P. O. Box 1600, 
Medellin, wishes to obtain agency for 
automotive spare parts including 
curved glass for front and back of 
cars and trucks. 


Electrical Supplies: 


Panamericana de Representaciones 
(importer), Calle 32, 18-17, Apartado 
Areo 5517, Bogota, wishes to obtain 
representation for electrical cable, 
electrical fixtures, and electrical in- 
dustrial controls. 


Foodstuffs and Wines: 

Importadora Ultramar (agent and 
distributor), Carrera 5a, 6-56, Cali, is 
interested in obtaining distributor- 


ship for wines, liquors, and canned 
goods. 


Gift Items: 

Industrias Waldaka (manufac- 
turer), Pasto, Narino, wishes to ex- 
port direct to department stores or 
gift shops various wooden gift items 
including stools, hand-painted pic- 





tures with frames, wooden spoons 
and forks, plates, trays, and other In- 
dian handicraft. 


Industrial Equipment: 


Induteco, Ltda. (importer and rep- 
resentative), P. O. Box 950, Medellin, 
wishes to obtain representation for 
machinery for glass factories, cement 
plants, breweries, ceramic plants, 
bulldozers, crushers, and mixer trucks. 


Investment: 


Hernando Bueno Figueroa (dairy 
owner), Edificio Garces, Officina 410, 
Cali, seeks U. S. capital and tech- 
nical know-how for the establish- 
ment of a pasteurization plant for 
milk with a daily capacity of 100,000 
half-pint bottles. Owns dairy and 
land, and will handle construction 
and distribution. 

Industrias Hormigon, Ltda. (manu- 
facturer), Calle 12, 1-12, Cali, seeks 
additional capital to enlarge present 
manufacturing facilities for building 
materials, including dredging equip- 
ment for sand and gravel and expan- 
sion of ready-mix concrete produc- 
tion. 


Victor Jimenez Suarez (civil engi- 
neer), Carrera 5a, #6-88, Bogota, 
wishes to establish contact with man- 
ufacturer of agricultural handtools 
interested in establishing a factory 
in Colombia jointly with Colombian 
participation. American company 
would supply machinery and tech- 
nical know-how. Land, buildings, and 
operating costs to be supplied locally. 

Machinery: 

Munoz y Cia., Ltda. (luggage manu- 
facturer), Calle 20, 12-37/39, Bogota, 
wishes to purchase direct specialized 
machinery for the manufacture of 
hardware used on luggage. 

Quinine: 


Gaseosa Rika (bottler of soft drinks 
and exporter of quinine and wood), 
Neiva, Huila, wishes to export direct 
quinine and ivory nuts. 

Sewing Machines: . 


Manuel Pena S. (importer), Calle 
25, 28-38, Bucaramanga, wishes to im- 
port domestic-type sewing machines. 


Tobacco: 


Casa Schaps, Ltda. (exporter), P. O. 
Box 582, Barranquilla, wishes to ex- 
port leaf tobacco for cigar filler. 


Drugs, Trucks, Other 
Items Needed in Greece 


Greek agencies are inviting bidg 
for the purchase of pharmaceuticals, 


steel bars, syringes, trucks, jeeps, and — 


motorcycles. . 

eThe IKA Social Insurance Insti- 
tute, Import Supply Committee, 4 
Kapodistriou Street, Athens, will ac. 
cept bids until January 12, 1956, for 
the purchase of pharmaceuticals—de. 
hydrated culture media, antibiotics, 
etc. 

eThe Ministry of Finance, State 
Procurement Service, 56 Venizelos 
Street, Athens, has established Jany- 
ary 16 as closing date for the receipt 
of bids for supply of 50,000 kilograms 
carbon steel, nickel alloy, and high- 
speed tool steel bars; and January 17 
as the deadline for the receipt of 
bids for supply of 5,500 syringes made 
of heat-resistant glass. 

eBids for the supply of an esti- 
mated $200,000 worth of trucks, jeeps, 
and motorcycles will be accepted un- 
til January 20 by the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Directorate General of 
Forests, at Athens. Included are § 
diesel towing trucks with 10 rear- 
mounted 10-ton-capacity semitrailers 
of adjustable length and 3 rear- 
mounted 12-ton-capacity semitrailers 
for hauling earth-moving equipment; 
5 7-ton diesel truck chassis; 5 3%. 
ton-capacity diesel dump trucks; 10 
jeep, or similar, cars; and 6 motor- 
cycles. 

A copy of the tender invitations 
and specifications for each of these 
commodities is available for review on 
loan from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. Addi- 
tional information and assistance also 
may be obtained from the Greek For- 
eign Trade Administration, 729 15th 
Street NW., Washington, D. C. 





Colombia Firm Asks Trade 
Data on Medicinal Flora 


Laboratorio CUP, S. A., of Bogota, 
a company engaged in scientific ex- 
periment with Colombian medicinal 
flora, wishes to exchange data with 
organizations or companies in the 
United States doing similar work. 

Laboratorio CUP states they have 
done considerable research on Colom- 
bian rauwolfia and would like to com- 
pare notes on this particular crude 
drug. 

Laboratorio CUP also would like to 
sell some of its medicinal products to 
firms in the United States. Interested 
parties should correspond direct with 
the company in Bogota. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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Turbine Generators 


The Development Board and the 
Ministry of Development of the Gov- 
ernment of Iraq have issued invita- 
tions to bid until February 13, 1956, 
for the supply, erection, and super- 
vision of operation of 5 steam tur- 
bine generators and appurtenances 
for 2 power plants at Dibis and 
Baghdad. Civil engineering work is 
not included. 

The Dibis station will consist of 
three 15,000-kilowatt turbine-gener- 
ator sets; and the Baghdad station, 
of two 20,000-kilowatt turbine-gener- 
ator sets. Bidders may submit for 
each plant separately or for both. 


Two copies of the bidding docu- 
ments may be obtained until January 
16 from the Directorate General of 
Legal Affairs and Contracts at the 
Development Board, Baghdad; the 
Traction et Electricite, Electrobel, 1 
Place du Trone, Brussels, Belgium; or 
the Iraq Embassy, Washington, D. C. 
Cost of these documents, not refund- 
able, is 25 *Iraqi dinars (1 Iraqi 
dinar——US$2.80). 

Bids must be accompanied by a de- 
posit of 11,000 dinars for the Dibis 
plant and 9,000 dinars for the Bagh- 
dad plant, or 20,000 dinars, as bids are 
for both projects. The Board does not 
bind itself to accept the lowest or 
any tender; however, early completion 
is desired and will be an important 
factor in awarding the contract. 





Indian Publications Firm 
Seeks U. S. Representative 


Aeronautical Publications of India, 
Ltd., publishers of the monthly avi- 
ation journal, Indian Skyways, in dis- 
cussions with members of the U. S. 
Trade Mission to India, said they wish 
to appoint an agent in the United 
States. 

The agent would cover subscription 
and advertising sales, and establish 
editorial connections which will en- 
able the publishers to incorporate up- 
to-date information on the American 
aircraft industry in their publication. 

A copy of this publication is avail- 
able for review on loan from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. A World Trade Directory Re- 
port on the firm is under preparation 
and will be available in the near fu- 
ture to qualified United States com- 
panies for $1. Interested parties are 
invited to correspond direct with Mr. 
R. Vaughn-Fowler, Editor, Indian Sky- 
ways, Gandhigram Road, Jahu, Bom- 
bay 23, for further details. 


December 26, 1955 


The Departmento de Bienes Nacion- 
ales, Licitaciones y Asuntos Alemanes, 
14 Calle, No. 3-60, Guatemala City, 


invites bids until February 1, 1956, - 


for construction of a 240-meter bridge 
for the Atlantic Highway at Rio Las 
Vacas. ’ 

Estimates of materials involved in- 
clude from 1,900 to 2,400 metric tons 
of reinforcing steel, 50 tons of mis- 
cellaneous metal, and 1,300 cubic 
meters of concrete. Piling, not in- 
cluded in these estimates but for 
which alternative bids are to be sub- 
mitted, will require an additional 570 
cubic meters of concrete and 87 metric 
tons of reinforcing steel. 


Work on shop drawings is to be 
started within 10 days of signing the 
contract, which is expected before 
April 1, 1956, and the entire job is to 
be finished by June 30, 1957. Contracts 
for 6 more bridges are expected to be 
put out for bids in early 1956. 


Detailed information, plans, and 
specifications are available from the 
Direccion General de Caminos, Esta- 
dio Olimpico, Guatemala City, in re- 
turn for replacement of copy paper; 


Pakistan Group Offers 
Rock Salt for Export 


The Pakistan Salt Exporters Asso- 
ciation, 21 Temple Road, Lahore, 
West Pakistan, a cooperative group 
of about 150 exporters, offers for ex- 
port to the United States rock salt 
with a sodium chloride content of up 
to 98.8 percent, in the amount of 50,- 
000 long tons annually. This tonnage 
can be increased if a regular demand 
is established. 


The price, f. o. b. port of Karachi, 
is about 22 rupees per long ton 
(US$4.62) in carloads of 28 tons. The 
exporters hope that the west coast 
chemical industry may take advan- 
tage of this offer. 


Interested parties are invited to 
submit their requirements, in terms 
of tonnage, analysis, and price, to the 
association at the address given. An 
indication of the standard of purity 
required (NaCl content), and whether 
the buyer would accept bulk ship- 
ments or whether the salt should be 
shipped in bags, would be helpful. 
The question of ocean freight rates 
would have to be examined, bearing 
in mind the possibility of using ships 
bringing U. S. aid shipments to Paki- 
stan. 








U. S. exports of flue-cured tobacco 
were 42.4 million pounds in July 1955, 
an increase of 109.6 percent over ex- 
ports for July 1954, which totaled 20.2 
million pounds, the Foreign Agricul- 
tural Service reports. 


or they may be examined in New | 
York City at the offices of Tippetts- 
Abbott-McCarthy-Stratton and Gibbs 
& Hill, Inc., as well as at the Guate- 
malan consulate. 

Copies of the official bid invitation — 
and instructions, in Spanish, for ad- 
vance qualification of contractors, are 
available for review on loan from the - 
Commercial Intelligence Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C. 


NATO Project in Italy 
Open to U. S. Bidders 


A new project in Italy, costing an 
estimated $890,000, has been opened 
to U. S. bidders under the interna- 
tional competitive bidding procedure 
of the North Atlantic Treaty Organi- 
zation (NATO). 


The project, to be completed in 250 
calendar days, involves the supply of 
steel pipes for pipeline construction. 
The pipes must conform to A. P. IL. 
standards, must be smooth and with- 
out lining, and must have the follow- 
ing nominal diameters: 20”—1m. 2,500; 
18”—1m. 8,000; 8”—1m. 70,000; and 6” 
im. 81,000. 

The last date on which applications 
will be accepted is January 10, 1956. 
Invitations to bid will be sent to quali- 
fied firms about January 25; and bids 
will be opened about February 25. 


Interested firms should submit their 
applications to Ministero Difesa- 
Aeronautica Direzione Generale De- 
manio, Ufficio Studi, Viale Castro Pre- 
torio, Rome, giving information on 
their qualifications on an appropriate 
form which may be obtained from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. The application, enclosed 
form, and the containing envelope 
should be conspicuously marked to 
show reference No. 023. 

A brochure describing the NATO in- 
ternational bidding procedure may be 
obtained upon request from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, or from any 


U. S. Department of Commerce Field 
Office. 


Iraq Bid Deadline Extended 


The Development Board of Iraq 
has announced extension of the clos- 
.ing date for bids on the construction 
of the sugar refinery at Mosul from 
September 5, 1955, to January 6, 1956. 

This bid invitation was announced 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, July 
25, 1955, page 13. 
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Opportunity Cited in 


Australian Industry 


An opportunity for profitable pri- 
vate investment in the Australian in- 
dustrial mechanical handling-equip- 
ment industry is cited in a new report 
by an industry group in that country. 

Approximately 30 percent, or $5 
million worth of the mechanical han- 
dling equipment purchased annually 
is imported. This includes ore con- 
veyors, cranes, hoists, lifting jacks, 
elevating trucks, and a variety of 
other types of handling equipment. 

The report points out that manufac- 
turers of this equipment in Australia 
have the benefit of a protective tariff, 
and cites this as one of the major 
reasons for the growing interest of 
large oversea manufacturers in the 
Australian production of this equip- 
ment. 


A number of licensing arrangements 
are known to have been made already 
between local companies and foreign 
manufacturers; however, the increas- 
ing demand from the motor, heavy 
engineering, foundry, and meat in- 
dustries, and the armed forces, offers 
an opportunity for American com- 
panies either to establish factories in 
Australia or make licensing arrange- 
ments with existing manufacturers. 

A copy of this study is available for 
review on loan from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washingt6n 25, D. C. 





Bids Soon To Be Invited on 
Australian Dam Completion 


Bids for the -completion of the 
Adaminaby Dam soon will be invited 
by the New South Wales Minister for 
Public Works. 


As part of the Snowy Mountains 
hydroelectric scheme, the Adaminaby 
Dam will require 9.4 million cubic 
yards of filling and other works. The 
storage capacity of the dam, when 
completed, is expected to be nearly 4 
million acre-feet, and the maximum 
water depth, 370 feet. One of the 
highest dams of its kind in the world, 
its wall is to be 385 feet high, 2,000 
feet wide at the base, and 40 feet wide 
at the top. 


Bids will be invited from British, 
American and Continental firms. 
Houses and barracks accommodation 
for 1,100 employees and their families 
have been constructed near the dam 
site 

Additional information on this proj- 
ect, when received, will be published 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly. 
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Brazilian Manufacturer 
Seeks U. S. Capital 


The firm, Alpargatas, rue Dr. 
Almeida Lima 969, Sao Paulo, 
Brazil, reportedly one of the 
largest texti and footwear 
puahialitccmseates in 
that country is seeking Ameri- 
can capital for use in expanding 
its factory facilities. 

Although the firm already has 
undertaken an extensive expan- 
sion program through public 
subscription in Brazil, additional 
capital is needed to meet the 
growing potential of the Brazil- 
ian textile and footwear market. 

A copy of the company’s 
balance sheet for 1954 and de- 
tails of its operation and capital 
needs are available from D. 
McQuillen, Director Secretary, 
at the firm’s Sao Paulo address. 











Cables, Lamps Wanted 
For Latakia Port 


The Chairman, Board of Directors, 
Latakia Port Co., Latakia, Syria, in- 
vites tenders until January 3, 1956, 
for the supply of cables for high- 
and low-tension electric current and 
cable boxes, and for lampposts and 
lanterns for a street-lighting system. 


Items wanted are as follows: 3,700 
meters of 6-kv. high-tension cables, 
9,360 meters of 0.4-kv. low-tension 
cables, 12 6-kv. connection boxes, 44 
0.4-kv. connection boxes, 30 0.4-kv. 
cable-end boxes with fuses, 51 0.4-kv. 
branch boxes and 4 socket keys for 
0.4-kv. cable and boxes; 111 lamp- 
posts, 659 lanterns and lamps, 320 
fuses for lampposts, and 6 socket 
keys for fuse boxes. 

Copies of the bidding conditions, 
specifications, and price schedule are 
available for review on loan from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. 





Guatemalan Ministry Offers 
Timber Land for Development 


The Guatemalan Ministry of Agri- 
culture, Direccion General Forestal 
Parque Nacional “la Aurora,” Guate- 
mala City, will accept bids until 
January 4, 1956, for exploitation of 
2,200 square kilometers in- the Peten 
forestry zone number one of Poptun. 

Base prices for the timber to be 
auctioned are as follows: Mahogany, 
Sweetenia macrophylla $16 per cubic 
meter; Cedar, Cedrella Mexicana, $11 


Patent Rights Offered 


By Swiss Inventor 


J. R. Schnell, Schwarztorstrasse 
Bern, has invented and has Patent 
rights pending in the United States 
and Canada for a process for the 
purification of waste water resulting 
from the manufacture of cellulose by 
sulfitic methods. 


The new process, according to the 
inventor, will use the sulfites from 
pulp and paper processing in such a 
way that vat caking will be eliminated 
and the end product may be used for 
various industrial purposes, inclu¢ 
fertilizer production. Water pollution, 
it is further claimed, can be avoided, 

Dr. Schnell wishes to license this 
process to an American manufacturer 
for introduction on the American 
market.. Descriptive material and 
photostatic copies of letters from the 
Swiss Federal Department of the In- 
terior and the Federal Institute for 
the Control, Purification, and Protec. 
tion of Water, in German, attesting 
to the value of this process, are avail- 
able for review on loan from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. §, 
Department of Commerce, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C. 





Egypt Invites Supply Bids 
On Industrial Chemicals 


The Plant Protection Department, 
Egyptian Ministry of Agriculture, 
Dekki, Cairo, is inviting bids until 
January 1i, 1956, for the ‘supply of 
the following chemicals: 

Toxaphene spray 6 percent, 1,200 
tons; cotton dust 3/10/40, 1,000 tons; 
technical DDT, 60 tons, and technical 
lindane, 18 tons, or 30 percent DDT 
plus 9 percent lindane, 200 tons emul- 
sifiable concentrate. 


Bids must be submitted through an 
agent established in Egypt to the Di- 
rector General, Plant Protection De- 
partment, and must be accompanied 
by a provisional deposit of 2 percent 
of the value of the contract. 


A copy of the tender specifications 
is available for review on loan from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. 8. 
Department of Commerce, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C. 





per cubic meter and_ secondary 
species, $4 per cubic meter. 

The successful bidder must comply 
with the provisions of the new Guate- 
malan forestry decree summarized dn 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, December 
19, 1955, page 7. Contracts will be 
granted for a 20-year period. Par- 
ticipants in the bidding must deposit 
with their bid $3,000 which will be 
returned if the bid is not accepted. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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Australia Businessman 
May Charter Aircraft 


F. Butler, P. O. Box 2045, Wellington, 
New Zealand, wishes to obtain quota- 
tions on the cost of chartering a DC-4 
aircraft from the United States for 
2 years on a demise basis—bare air- 
craft without crew. This airplane, 
based on New Zealand, would be used 
for commercial passenger and freight 
traffic. 

The following information is re- 
quested with any quotation: Charter 
rate; value of aircraft; cost of spare 
engine; cost of spare propeller; basic 
—empty—weight of aircraft; weight 
of 1 engine and 1 propeller; engine 
and propeller overhaul hours; climb 
to cruising height—time, height, and 
fuel consumed; cruise fuel—charts of 
speed, weight, and fuel consumption 
or air miles per gallon; copy of flight 
manual; insurance costs—hull, pas- 
sengers, freight, crew, and public risk, 
shown separately. 

Interested firms should submit quo- 
tations direct to Mr. Butler at the 
Wellington address. A World Trade 
Directory report on Mr. Butler is 
being prepared and is expected to be 
available soon to qualified U. S. firms 
for $1. 





India Seeks U. S. Investment 
In Refinery, Cement Plant 


B. K. Khanna & Co., Ltd., 14 F, Con- 
naught Place, Centre Circle, New 
Delhi 1, has indicated to members of 
the U. S. Trade Mission to India that 
it is interested in cooperating with 
American firms in the establishment 
of a sugar refinery, a cement plant, 
and a factory for the manufacture of 
diesel engines of 50 hp. to 500 hp. 

The firm, reliable machinery dis- 
tributors and consulting engincers, 
will provide detailed studies of any 
of these proposals to American firms 
expressing an interest. 

A World Trade Directory Report is 
available to qualified U. S. firms from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C., for $1. 


Bid Deadline Extended 


The Egyptian Government Petro- 
leum Refinery, Suez, has extended the 
tender for the -supply and erection 
of steel storage tanks for petroleum 
products from December 14, 1955, to 
January 4, 1956. 

This bid invitation was announced 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, Octo- 
ber 24, 1955, page 14. 
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NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 





The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed in- 
terest in establishing new business 
connections in the United States. 
While every effort is made to include 
only firms or individuals of good re- 
pute, the Department of ‘Commerce 
cannot assume responsibility for any 
transactions undertaken with these 
firms. 

World Trade Directory reports on 
the listed firms are available to quali- 
fied U. S. firms from BFC’s Commer- 
cial Intelligence Division, or through 
the U 8S. Department of Commerce 
Field Offices (listed on p. 2), for $1 
each. However, the usual precautions 
should be taken; all transactions are 
subject to prevailing laws and regula- 
tions in this country and abroad. 

Supplementary information, in the 
form of literature, catalogs, photo- 
graphs, price lists, or samples, is avail- 
able when indicated by symbol (*). 
Firms domiciled in the United States 
may obtain this material on loan from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. 8. 
Department of Commerce, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


A» smotive Parts: 

». eden—Ce-Ha Agenturen (im- 
porter, exporter, wholesaler, sales/in- 
dent agent), P. O. Box 5056, 29 Djup- 
sundsgatan, Norrkoping 5, wishes to 
export direct on an outright sale basis 
or through regional agents good- 
quality B. T. portable automobile 
lights of Swedish manufacture. Pack- 
ing instructions desired. Illustrated 
leaflet and price information avail- 
able. * 

China: 

Japan—Kamyar Commercial Corp. 
(manufacturer and exporter of porce- 
lain ware), No. 13, 3-chome, Symoku- 
cho, Higashi-ku, Nagoya, wishes to 
export direct Grade A porcelain table- 
ware. 

Clothing and Accessories: 

France—Etablissements Rouffiac Fils 
& Cie (manufacturer, wholesaler, ex- 
porter), 5 rue Fondeville, Pourvouville- 
Toulouse, Haute-Garonne, wishes to 
export direct good-quality unlined and 
fur-lined leather gloves, brassards 
and armbands (adaptable to forearm) 
—luminous, battery-operated, auto- 
matic, flasher-type articles for cy- 
clists, traffic signals, and industrial 
uses. ~ 

Firm states articles are sold under 
brand name of Indic, and the gloves 
are principally for use by cyclists and 
for traffic signals, only the left-hand 





glove in each pair being equipped wit? 
battery-operated signal device with 
automatic break switch. Leaflet, in 
French, available. * ; 
France—Suzanne Vaquez (man - 
turer, wholesaler, exporter), 99 boule- 
vard Malesherbes, Paris, wishes to 
export direct or through shops deluxe 
lingerie and blouses for women, plain 
or embroidered, nylon or silk, white 
and colored, hand- or machine-made. 
Hong Kong —Keensen Co. (whole- 
saler, retailer, manufacturer of shirts). 
29-B Queen’s Road Central, China 
Blidg., wishes to export direct or 
through agent Spear shirts and sports 
shirts, made of U. S. broadcloth, pop- 
lin, and combed Oxford cloth. Sam- 
ples, leaflet, and price list available. * 
Communications Equipment: 
England—Hadley Telephone & Sound 
Systems, Ltd. (manufacturer, ex- 
porter), Cape Hill, Smethwick, Staf- 
fordshire, wishes to export direct or 
through agent the followirig inter- 
communication and sound amplifica- 
tion equipment: Apparatus for 
two-way intercommunication by loud- 
speaker or hand telephone up to 
maximum of 20 connections; elec- 
tronic communicating systems for 
hospitals and schools; and amplifiers. 
Illustrated leaflets available.* _ 


Curios, Novelties, and Handicrafts: 

Italy—Taddei & Co. (exporter, re- 
tailer, wholesaler, manufacturer), 
Pieve a Settimo (Florence), wishes to 
export direct a line of handicraft 
articles, and products suitable as 
novelties and giftware. 


Cutlery: 


Germany — Steinbrueck &  Drucks 
(manufacturer, exporter), 63 Martin- 
Luther-Strasse, Solingen, wishes to 
export direct or through agent all © 
kinds of cutlery, including razor 
blades, razors, scissors, letter openers, 
and tableware. 

Floor Tiles: 


India—Bharat Tiles & Marble, Ltd. 
(manufacturer), 32 Apollo St., Fort, 





Mexican City To Buy 


Collection Trucks 


The Municipal President, Sr. 
Humberto Fentanes Cuneo, of 
Cosamaloapan, Veracruz, Mexi- 
co, is interested in obtaining one 
or more municipal rubbish col- 
lecting trucks for use by the city. 

Interested U. S. firms should 
address offers direct to the Pres- 
ident at the given address. Al- 
though this particular order 
would be of minor importance in 
itself it may possibly lead to 
substantial importations by the 
numerous small communities in 
the Papaloapan Basin. 
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Bombay 1, wishes to export direct or 
througb agent high-quality un- 
polished colored terrazzo fioor tiles. 
Color charts and price list available.* 

Foodstuffs: 

Sweden—Hontsch & Cullbrand (man- 
ufacturer), 12 Uppfartsvagen, Solna, 
wishes to export direct fruit cake, 
made of best raw materials, and 
guaranteed fresh for 6 months. Firm 
wishes packing instructions. 

General Merchandise: 

Netherlands—H. AH. Schoemaker 
(commission merchant), 60’’ Uiter- 
waardenstraat, Amsterdam, wishes to 
export direct or through agent large 
quantities of articles suitable for sale 
by department stores and mail-order 
houses, such as talcum powder, hedge 
trimmers, bicycle parts, costume 
jewelry, and colored picture postcards. 
Set of samples of postcards available.* 

Household Goods: 

* Italy—Ing. Emilio Lagostina Soc. p. 
Az. (manufacturer), Omegna Novara 
Province, wishes to export direct or 
through agent good-quality forks, 
spoons, knives, and kitchen articles 
made of stainless steel and other 
metals. 

Kapok: 

India—Carrimjee Allibhoy (exporter, 
commission merchant), 20 Zakaria St., 
Calcutta 1, wishes to export direct or 
through agent kapok, superfine, seed- 
less, and as per sample. Samples will 
be forwarded to buyers. 

Lighting Fixtures: 

Italy —FILPA (manufacturer), Via 
Rosales 3, Milan, wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent lighting fix- 
tures, including chandeliers, table 
lamps, floor lamps, and fluorescent 
lamps. Illustrated catalog with price 
list available.* 

Machinery: 


England—Baker Street Trading Co., 
Ltd. (distributor), 245 Knightsbridge, 
London, S. W. 7, wishes to export di- 
rect automatic textile-printing ma- 
chines for crepe rayon or heavy cot- 
ton. Firm states machines will screen- 
print any fabric from 1 to 5 colors, 


speed 250 yards per hour. Leaflets 
available.* 

Germany—Duell & Breuer KG. 
(manufacturer), 240 Hauptstrasse, 


Suerth b. Koeln, wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent autogenous and 
electrical cutting and welding burn- 
ers. Set of leaflets available.* 


Germany —Jakob Zindel GmbH 
(wholesaler, export, agent), 66 Urban- 
strasse, Stuttgart-O, wishes to export 
direct or through agent road-marking 
machines for marking of roads and 
airports, and fine grinding and polish- 
ing machines. Set of leaflets and 
price information available.* 

Metal Products: 

France—Fonderies Montupet, Primet 
& Cie (manufacturer), 17 place des 
Etats-Unis, Paris 16e, wishes to ex- 
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India Invites Bids 
On Steel Sheets 


The Iron and Steel Controller, 
33 Netaji Subhas Road, Calcutta, 
invites bids on Tender No. 
CDN-A/86-25/10 for 3,000 tons of 
mild steel sheets. 

Bidders are required to sub- 
mit tenders containing detailed 
specifications. Specifications are 
obtainable from the India Supply 
Mission, 2536 Massachusetts Ave- 
nue NW., Washington, D. C. 

Tender sets, in sealed covers, 
should be sent direct to the Iron 
and Steel Controller, to reach 
him not laver than 10 a. m., Jan- 
uary 16, 1956. 











port direct or through agent alumi- 
num and magnesium alloy pieces, in 
shells or by “croning process,” sand 
or mechanically molded, in quantities 
up to 350 metric tons. 

Miniatures: 


France—Joseph Canava (manufac- 
turer), 2 rue de Franche Comte, Paris, 
wishes to export direct ivory minia- 
tures. Firm states articles are of fine- 
quality, artistic, hand-sculptured and 
hand-painted, for deluxe gift shops 
or antique dealers, and are reproduc- 
tions of ancient pieces, modern, re- 
ligious, and secular. 

Rubber Goods: 


Germany — Pahl’sche Gummi- und 
Asbest-Gesellschaft PAGUAG (manu- 
facturer), 41/43 Am Gatherhof, Dues- 
seldorf—Rath, wishes to export direct 
various types of rubber hose for in- 
dustrial and agricultural purposes, 
rubber transmission belting, and rub- 
ber conveyor and elevator belting. Set 
of leaflets available.* 

Sporting Goods: 

France—M. Le Masson & H. Rousseau 
(manufacturer), 5 rue Pierre Chaus- 
son, Paris Xe, wishes to export direct 
first-quality handcuffs; gun and car- 
bine spare parts and accessories, such 
as brushes, greases, and all cleaning 
appliances; all kinds of ammun_ tions; 
hunting equipment, including game 
bags, cartridge pouches, and gun 
cases; and dog equipment, including 
collars. 

Spray Guns: 

Germany —Jakob Zindel GmbH 
(wholesaler, exporter, agent), 66 Ur- 
banstrasse, Stuttgart-O, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent spray- 
ing guns, 80 monthly,:for all purposes, 
including use with insecticides. Leaf- 
lets available.* 

Tools: 

Sweden — Skogsdon AB (manufac- 
turer, wholesaler), 23 Eriksbergs- 
vagen, Sollentuna, wishes to export 
direct on an outright sale basis best- 





quality handtools and implements for 

forest operations. Illustrated Catalog, 

in Swedish, available.* 
Transportation Equipment: 
England — Amalgamated Lim 

Corporation, Ltd. (manufacturer), 15 

Stanhope Gate, London, W. 1, 

to export direct. patented container, 


Bulker Transporter, for the transport ~ 


and aeration of dry powders, such ag 
cement, flour, and fly ash. Container 
may be fitted to road or rail truck 
chassis and delivers the contents 
against gravity. U. S. A. Patent No, 
2721006. Leaflet available.* 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Automotive Accessories: 
Netherlands —N. V. Handelmauts- 





chappij Hartomex (importing dis- 
tributor, manufacturer’s agent), 68 
Oostzeedijk, Rotterdam, wishes to 


purchase direct accessories for auto- 
mobiles, scooters, and bicycles with 
auxiliary motors. Firm wishes sam- 
ples, if possible; otherwise, catalogs 
and folders. 

Automotive Equipment: 

India — Commonwealth Trading 
Corp. (manufacturer’s agent, im- 
porter and exporter handling ma- 
chinery, automotive vehicles, chemi- 
cals, building materials, electrical 
equipment and _ supplies), 9A/9? 
W. E. A. Karolbagh, P. O. Box 2549, 
New Delhi, wishes to purchase direct 
and obtain agency for heavy-duty 
diesel and gasoline operated trucks 
and passenger buses. 

Building Materials: 

India — Commonwealth Trading 
Corp. (manufacturer’s agent, im- 
porter and exporter handling ma- 
chinery, automotive vehicles, chemi- 
cals, building materials, electrical 
equipment and_ supplies), 9A/9 
W E. A. Karolbagh, P. O. Box 2549, 
New Delhi, wishes to purchase direct 
and obtain agency for termite-treated 
tempered hardboard, in 4’ x 12” x 4” 
sheets, and insulation fiber board in 
4’ x 8 x ¥%” sheets. 

Chemicals: 

France—Fachimex (manufacturer), 
30 rue Louis Vion, Asnieres, wishes to 
purchase direct artificial resins, plas- 
tics, polyethylene, solvents, and 
plasticizers. 

Machinery: 

India—The Chaman Industries, Ltd. 
(importing distributor), 12 Jackson 
Lane, Calcutta 1, wishes to purchase 
direct machinery for making flint and 
designed papers out of paper roll, 
and cutting them to sheets and pack- 
ing.in reams. 

India — Commonwealth Trading 
Corp. (manufacturer’s agent, import- 
er and exporter handling machinery, 
automotive vehicles, chemicals, build- 
ing materials, electrical equipment 
and supplies), 9/A/93 W. E. A. Karol- 
bagh, P. O. Box 2549, New Delhi, 
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wishes to purchase direct and seeks 
agency for oil filters, blowing fans, 

ps, concrete mixers, and air com- 
pressors of various sizes and capaci- 

s. 
oa — Orient Traders (importer), 
161/1 Harrison Road, Calcutta, wishes 
to purchase direct machinery for 
manufacturing D. C. C. and S. C. C. 
copper wire, sizes from No. 5 S. W. G. 
up to No. 28 S. W. G., with the eapacity 
of producing 2 cwt. material in 8 
hours. Price quotations with full 
particulars of the machine offered are 
wanted by firm. 

Italy—Sabattini Innocente & Figlio 
(importer, exporter, wholesaler, manu- 
facturer, sales agent), 27, Via dei 
Mille, Genova/Sturla, wishes to pur- 
chase direct modern machinery for 
the processing of glass (beveling, 
grinding, polishing, silvering), as well 
as machinery for the manufacture of 
window glass and plate glass. 

Mirrors: 

France—Miroiterie Provencale (im- 
porter, retailer, wholesaler, manufac- 
turer), route de Nice, Antibes A. M., 
wishes to purchase direct and seeks 
agency for mirrors. 

Water Heaters: 

India — Rajaniklal Co. (importing 
distributor, manufacturer’s agent, 
commission merchant, broker), 19 Old 
China Bazar St., Calcutta 1, wishes to 
purchase direct and seeks agency for 
water heaters, nonelectric, operated 
by kerosene. Catalogs and price lists 
are desired from interested manufac- 
turers. 

Current World Trade Directory re- 
port being prepared. 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Automotive Parts: 

Belgium—Henri Balthazar (import- 
ing distributor), 5 Groenenborgerlaan, 
Wilrijk-Antwerp, seeks agency from 
American firm for automobile acces- 
sories and equipment. Long term 
credit desired. 

Current World Trade Directory re- 
port being prepared. 

Hardware: 

Belgium—Henri Balthazar (import- 
ing distributor), 5 Groenenborgerlaan, 
Wilrijk-Antwerp, seeks agency from 
American firm for general hardware. 
Long term credit desired. 

Current World Trade Directory re- 
port being prepared. 

Leather: 

Switzerland—“Romubran” Robert 
Mueller (manufacturer’s agent), Ri- 
gistrasse 1, Erlenbach, Canton Zur- 
ich, seeks agency for medium to bet- 
ter quality shoe findings, including 
rubber, leather, and plastics. 

Union of South Africa—A. E. Linnell 
(Pty.), Ltd. (manufacturer’s agent, 
commission merchant), 22 Harrower 
Road, P. O. Box 3063, Port Elizabeth, 
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wishes to obtain agency for upper 
leathers, and upper side leathers. 

Mother-of-Pearl: 

Germany — Robert Wenzel (manu- 
facturer’s agent), 38 Deichstrasse, 
Hamburg 11, seeks agency for synthet- 
ic mother-of-pearl in blocks and 
blanks in ton lots. Firm is interested 
only in offers from U. S. manufac- 
turers of this commodity. 

Plastics: 

Switzerland—“‘Romubran” Robert 
Mueller (manufacturer’s agent), Ri- 
gistrasse 1, Erlenbach, Canton Zur- 
ich, seeks agency for medium to bet- 
ter quality plain, colored, and fancy 
plastic foil, and adhesive plastic foil. 

Textiles: 

Switzerland—‘Romubran” Robert 
Mueller (manufacturer’s agent), Ri- 
gistrasse 1, Erlenbach, Canton Zur- 
ich, seeks agency for medium to bet- 
ter quality synthetic fabrics, such as 
orlon, nylon, and dacron. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











British West Indies—Oliver Dorset 
Hall, representing Hall Brothers, Shoe 
Manufacturers, 195 Hagley Park Road, 
Whitfield Town P. O., Jamaica, is in- 
terested in visiting factories manu- 
facturing men’s and women’s shoes, 
and shoe findings, and in studying 
new machinery for possible use in 
firm’s Jamaica factory, as well as 
manufacturing techniques. Scheduled 
to arrive January 5, via Miami, for a 
visit of 10 or 11 weeks. 

U. S. address: c/o Mrs. Teresa Bars- 
tow, 7 Stone St., Attleboro Falls, Mass. 
Itinerary: New York, Boston, and 
possibly other centers of shoe manu- 
facturing. 


Germany—Ernst Hertwig, represent- 
ing E. H. D.—Kuehlerfabrik Ernst 
Hertwig, 43 Thielenstrasse, Duessel- 
dorf, is interested in visiting manufac- 
turers of radiators for internal-com- 





Turkish Firm Offers 


Magnesite Ore 


Otten Andriadis, Muhsinoglu 
Han No. 1-4, Postahane Karsi- 
sinda, Istanbul, is offering 1,000 
metric tons of magnesite ore in 
pieces of various sizes. 

The ore is reported to have 
been selected and cleaned and 
ready for shipment at US$9 per 
ton, FAQ Iskenderun. A certifi- 
eate of analysis of this ore will 
be supplied to interested parties 
upon request to Mr. Andriadis at 
the Istanbul address. 











WORLD TRADE LEADS 


bustion motors. Was scheduled to ar- 
rive December 5, via New York, for @ 
visit of 3 weeks. U. S. address: c/o 
John Neff, 404 East 88th St.; New York, 
N. Y. Itinerary: New York, and other 
cities of the United States. 
Iraq—Kahtan A. Awni, representing 
Zaidi Transport Co., Bab al-Agha, 
Baghdad, is interested in purchasing 
components for the assembly of house- 
hold electric appliances, including re- 
frigerators, stoves, and washers, and 
plans to establish an assembly plant 
in Raghdad. Was scheduled to arrive 
middle of December for a visit of 60 
days. U.S. address: c/o Iraq Consulate 
General, 22 E. 73d St., New York N. Y. 
Itinerary: New York, Los Angeles, and 
other cities as required. 
Turkey—Onnik Dokmeci, represent- 
ing Vahak Dokmeci, Sabuncu Han 
Cad., Leblebici Han 23, Ketenciler, 
Istanbul, is interested in import of 
paper and stationery. Scheduled to 
arrive January 5, via New York, for a 
visit of 1 month. U. S. address not 
available. Itinerary: New York, 
Boston, Chicago, and Los Angeles. * 
Turkey—Takvor Guleryuz, represent- 
ing T. Guleryuz (importer, retailer, 
wholesaler, manufacturer), 84 Tram- 
vey Caddesi, Carsikapi, Istanbul, is 
interested in refrigerators and house- 
hold appliances. Was scheduled to 
arrive December 22, via New York, for 
a visit of 3 months. U. S. address: 
c/o Eastern Commercial Agency, Em- 
pire State Bldg. 350 Fifth Ave., 
New York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York, 
Chicago, Boston, Philadelphia, and 
the State of Michigan. 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision has published the following 
new trade lists of which mimeo- 
graphed copies may be obtained by 
firms domiciled in the United 
States from this Division and from 
Department of Commerce Field Of- 
fices. The price is $1 a list for 
each country. 


Most of these lists are 
by a brief review of ic trade 
and ind data collected in 
making the compilation. Brief 


extracts from these data follow 


each title for which such data are 
available. 

Air-Conditioning and Refrigeration 
Equipment Importers and Dealers— 
Egypt.—Some household electric re- 
frigerators are produced locally with 
imported compressor units. Imports 
of household electric refrigerators in 
1954 amounted to 1,513, of which 307 
came from the United States. Imports 
of air-conditioning and refrigerating 
equipment reached 80,974 kilograms, 
valued at E£33,696, of which 52,205 
kilograms, valued at E£21,885 came 
from the United States (1 Egyptian 
pound—US$2.88). 


Alcoholic Beverage Importers and 
15 
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Dealers—Japan.—Japan produces con- 
siderable quantities of alcoholic bever- 
ages—enough to support domestic re- 
quirements and some export. How- 
ever, the Government provides for 
some imports. Trade agreements with 
the United Kingdom provide for the 
importation of British liquors, mostly 
scotch and gin. In 1954 Japan im- 
ported 251,642 gallons of liquors worth 
$977,542. The United States is the 
leading supplier of beer. Most whisky, 
other than scotch, is imported from 
the United States and Canada. 

American Firms, Subsidiaries, and 
Affiliates—Spain. 

Automotive Vehicle and Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—Costa Rica.— 
Automotive vehicles, replacement 
Parts, and accessories are imported 
mainly from the United States, but 
in recent years small European auto- 
mobiles have become popular. Use of 
diesel trucks is increasing because of 
the high price of gasoline. 

Official figures put the number of 
units imported in 1954 at 1,000 auto- 
mobiles, 392 jeeps, and 961 trucks, 
totaling $4,227,947 in value. Of these, 
619 automobiles, 318 jeeps, and 1728 
trucks were of U. S. manufacture. The 
value of imports of spare parts and 
accessories amounted to $1,420,715, in- 
cluding $1,191,036 from the United 
States. 

Boot and Shoe Importers and Deal- 
ers—Hong Kong.—Imports of footwear 
of all types in the past few years have 
been as follows: 1952, HK$2,472,858: 
1953, HK$2,898,893; 1954, HK$2,970,340; 
and in the first half of 1955, HK$1,234,- 
914 (HK$5.815—US$1). The United 
States supplied 37.6 percent of the 
value of total footwear imports in 1952, 
27.1 percent in 1953, 23.4 percent in 
1954, and 9.8 percent in the first half 
of 1955. 

Footwear, wholly or mainly of 
leather, has been imported chiefly 
from the United Kingdom and the 
United States. The United Kingdom’s 
relative position has improved over 
the past 3 years while that of the 
United States has declined. This is 
attributed to high American prices 
and the introduction of many new 
styles by a U. K. manufacturer. 

For the limited import business in 
rubber footwear, Japan is the leading 
supplier. Slippers and house.footwear 
are imported chiefly from Japan and 
communist China. 

Business Firms—Kingdom of Laos. 

Coal, Coke, and Fuel Importers and 
Dealers—Algeria.—In 1954, 188,907 
metric tons of soft coal were im- 
ported into Algeria, including 2,119 
metric tons of coal for bunkers. 
France supplied 184,217 metric tons, 
Morocco 2,165 and Great Britain 2,525. 
In addition, 82,694 metric tons of an- 
thracite coal were imported from Mo- 
rocco. An insignificant amount of coke 
was imported from France. No coal 





Shipyard Planned 
In Egypt 


Plans for construction of a 
shipyard at Alexandria for re- 
pair of warships, merchant ships, 
and tankers, as well as for the 
building of vessels of up to 160 
meters in length, have been ap- 
proved by the National Produc- 
tion Council of Egypt. 

The proposed yard will be con- 
structed in the area west of the 
present drydock in the port of 
Alexandria and will have an an- 
nual production of 50,000 tons a 
year. The preliminary cost has 
been estimated at approximately 
$10 million. 

The Production Council is un- 
derstood to have approved the 
issuing of invitations to foreign 
construction companies qualified 
to undertake this type of proj- 
ect. Its recommendations, how- 
ever, must be presented to and 
approved by the Council of Min- 
isters before invitations can be 
issued. Further details on the 
project will be announced as 
soon as available. 











has been imported from the United 
States for several years. 


Electrical Supply and Equipment 
Importers and Dealers — Bolivia. —, 
Local production of electrical supplies 
and equipment is confined to lighting 
fixtures, small stoves, and heaters. Im- 
ports in 1954 were valued at $1,247,955, 
consisting of electrical equipment 
valued at $608,338 and wiring and 
fixtures at $639,617. The United States 
supplied $623,006 worth or approxi- 
mately 50 percent of the total. 


Fruit and Nut Importers, Dealers, 
Growers, and Exporters.—Haiti.—Im- 
ports of fresh and dried fruits, includ- 
ing nuts, have a value of less than 
$10,000 a year. Apples, pears, grapes, 
dried raisins and prunes, and almonds 
are the leading imports. The United 
States supplies about 98 percent of the 
imports. Tropical fruits of all kinds 
are grown but are consumed locally, 
except for bananas, which are ex- 
ported to the United States, and some 
mangoes exported to neighboring is- 
lands. In the fiscal year September 
1953-October 1954, banana exports 
totaled 393,116 stems valued at 
$248,242. 


Fruit and Nut Importers, Dealers 
and Exporters—Morocco. 

French Zone—The total value of 
1954 exports of fruits and nuts was 
approximately 4,127,700,000 francs 
(350 francs—US$1). France took the 
bulk of citrus exports. Exports to 
the United States consisted entirely 
of almonds, valued at 3,340,000 francs. 


a 


The total value of 1954 im 
of fruits and nuts was about 1,319. 
000,000 francs. Bananas accounted 
492,249,000 francs, apples for 381,379 
000, and dates and figs for 101,950,009, 
France and the French Union coyp. 
tries were the leading suppliers, Im. 
ports from the United States amounteg 
to only 24,350,000 francs and cop. 
sisted almost exclusively of prunes, 

Span¢h Zone.—The Zone exports 
small quantities of oranges and al- 
monds and imports all kind of 
fruits, mainly bananas from the Ca. 
nary Islands, dates from Iraq, ang 
peanuts from Spain. Imports of fruits 
and nuts in 1953 amounted to 1717 
tons valued at $198,000. Exports 
reached 4,010 tons valued at $255,626, 
including 1,304 tons of oranges valued 
at $93,197 and 174 tons of almonds 
valued at $64,153. 

Tangier—In 1954 Tangier imported 
1,620 tons of fresh fruits valued at 
$140,271 and exported quantities 
valued at less than $25,000. 

Glass and Glassware Importers and 
Dealers — Argentina.—The Argentine 
glass industry expanded rapidly when 
World War II cut off supplies from 
abroad, and domestic production now 
takes care of local needs. Only pane 
glass is imported on a significant scale, 
Imports in 1954 amounted to some 
700,000 square meters, valued at about 
20,300,000 pesos. The only raw ma- 
terial imported, mainly from England 
and the United States, is sodium ash. 

Glass and Glassware Importers and 
Dealers —Denmark.—Production of 
glass and glassware covers most fields 
of domestic demand, but leaves room 
for sizeable imports where prices are 
competitive or other factors make im- 
porting desirable. Imports come from 
European countries, mainly Belgium, 
Great Britain, France, and Germany, 
imports from the United States are 
insignificant. 

The 1954 import values of the more 
important items, in Danish kroner, 
were: Window glass, 3.5 million; plate 
glass, 6.5 million; bottles and other 
types of packing glass, 108 million; 
household glassware, 5.3 million. 

Glass and Glassware Importers and 
Dealers—Nicaragua.—Nicaragua is en- 
tirely dependent on imports of glass 
and glassware, which amounted to 
$283,632 in 1952 (35 percent from the 
United States), $318,537 in 1953 (71 
percent from the United States), and 
$447,235 in 1954 (68 percent from the 
United States). 

Iron, Steel, and Building Material 
Importers and Dealers—Iran.—Iran is 
fully dependent on imports for iron 
and steel, for such semimanufactures 
as structural steel, plates, sheets, rods, 
strips, forgings, castings, and also for 
other building materials made of iron 
and steel, such as iron and steel pipes 
and plumbing supplies. 

Imports of iron and steel of all kinds, 

(Continued on Page 19) 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





First Show Set for 


Design Engineers 


The first annual Design Engineer- 

g Show is scheduled to be held at 
the Philadelphia Convention Hall, 
May 14-17, 1956. The show is the first 
to be devoted exclusively to the needs 
of engineers who. design products 
for consumer and industrial use. 

The new show is an outgrowth of 
the Basic Materials Expositions held 
in New York City in 1953 and in Chi- 
cago in 1954. 

All types of original equipment 
going into the manufacture of a fin- 
ished product, including parts, com- 
ponents, finishes, and basic mate- 
rials, as well as testing machines, 
X-ray machines, and other equip- 
ment with specific design engineer- 
ing applications, will be on display. 
The show thus will provide, on an 
annual basis, a complete view of de- 
velopments in the design engineering 
function of industry. 


To supplement exhibits, a confer- 
ence will be held on various applica- 
tions of design engineering theory 
and practice. Approximately 73 in- 
dustries are expected to have pri- 
mary interest in the exhibits and con- 
ference. 


The show welcomes participation 
by foreign exhibitors. 

Additional information may be ob- 
tained from the show managers, Clapp 


& Poliak, Inc., 341 Madison Ave., New 
York 17, New York. 


Oil, Color Chemists Hold 
8th Technical Exhibition 


The Oil and Colour Chemists Asso- 
ciation, Memorial Hall, Faringdon 
Street, London, E. C. 4, will hold its 
Eighth Technical Exhibition at the 
Royal Horticultural Society’s New Hall, 
Greycoat and Elverton Streets, Lon- 
don, S. W. 1, on March 20, 21, and 
22, 1956. 


The theme of the exhibition will be 
the presentation of technical advances 
in those industries supplying the paint, 
varnish, printing ink, linoleum, and 
other allied industries. The technical 
advances may relate to new products 
and their uses or, in suitable cases, 
existing knowledge which is not gen- 
erally available in the consuming in- 
dustries. 


Eighty-two British companies and 
research associations submitted appli- 
cations for exhibition space, all of 
which has been allocated. This rep- 
resents an increase of 19 percent over 
the number exhibiting at the 1955 
exhibition. The total floor area will be 
approximately 40 percent greater than 
that of the last exhibition. 


The exhibition is a comparatively 
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small one, open to the trade and the 
public without charge. About 3,000 
people attended in 1954, including 
visitors from the Continent, the United 
States, and New Zealand. 





Diets as Good-Health Aid 
Emphasized at Munich Fair 


The International Exhibition for 
Nutrition and Housing held in Munich, 
Germany, September 16-October 2, 
1955, emphasized diets as a health aid, 
as well as modern conveniences and 
designs for the home. 

A large part of the total exhibition 
was devoted to household appliances 
—featuring electric food choppers, 
mixers, pressure cookers, coffee ma- 
chines, and peeling and paring de- 
vices. Several producers of household 
furniture and furnishings displayed 
entire rooms. 

The exhibition area comprised cov- 
ered space in 9 permanent halls, and 
a total of 100,000 square meters of out- 
door space. 


Attendance reportedly surpassed ex- 
pectations, with 426,000 paid admis- 
sions, including about 20,000 foreign- 
ers. Approximately 800 firms ex- 
hibited, including 200 from France, 
England, Denmark, Finland, Austria, 
the Netherlands, Italy, Yugoslavia, 
Japan, Sweden, Switzerland, Norway, 
and the United States. 





Annual Trade Fair in Ghent 
Attracts More Participants 


The 10th International Fair of 
Ghent, held in Ghent, Belgium, Sep- 
tember 10-25, 1955, showed a continu- 
ing annual increase in the number of 
participants and the display area. 

The 11th annual fair will be held 
September 8-23, 1956. 

In 1946, the number of exhibitors 
totaled 367, compared with 1,278 in 
1955, and the area increased from 
18,000 square meters (1 square meter= 
10.764 square feet) to 55,000. 


The 10th fair attracted 675 domestic 
exhibitors, as compared with 658 in 
1954, and 603 foreign exhibitors from 
33 countries, as compared with 555 in 
1954. The total number of fair visi- 
tors increased from 170,000 in 1946 to 
451,000 in 1955. 





Pakistan Fair Draws Crowds 


Pakistan’s Third International In- 
dustries Trade Fair, in Karachi, Sep- 
tember 16-October 15, registered an 
estimated attendance of over 1 million. 

The outstanding feature was the 
U. S.-sponsored television demonstra- 
tion. The American pavilion held ap- 
proximately 40 exhibits, of which the 


U.S. Exhibit Attracts 
Crowds at Bogota Fair 


Overflow crowds thronged the U. 8S. 
Central Exhibit during the Second In- 
ternational Industries Fair at Bogota, 
Colombia, November 25-December 11. 

U. S. displays were the highlight of 
the fair, according to reports received 
by the Office of International Trade 
Fairs, U. S. Department of Commerce. 
Attendance at the fair was about 1 
million persons. 

Major attractions within the U. 8S. 
pavilion were agricultural exhibits 
featuring samples of milk, ice cream, 
bread, and cake, which were distrib=> 
uted free to the public. More than 40,- 
000 cups of milk, 40,000 ice-cream 
cones, 115,000 sample loaves of bread, 
and 450 cakes were given away. 

The agricultural exhibits were de- 
signed to promote broader markets in 
Latin America for grain, cotton, and 
dairy products. The milk and ice 
cream were made from commercial 
supplies of nonfat dry-milk solids and 
anhydrous butterfat. Commercial- 
sized dairy equipment also on display 
was used to produce the recombined 
milk and ice cream. 

The bread was made from U. S. 
wheat flour baked into half-pound 
loaves by Bogota bakers. The cakes 
baked in model U. S. kitchens within 

the U. S. exhibit were from specially 
prepared cake mixes made of U. 8. 
flour. 


One of the important displays was 
the “Atoms for Peace” show, emphasis 
being placed on nuclear energy’s role 
in modern industry. Hardware, build- 
ing materials, and optical instru- 
ments also were on display. 

Other exhibits included an elabo- 
rate telephone demonstration display 
board, several activated model electric 
kitchens and laundries, an antibiotics 
display relating to medicine and its 
uses in agriculture, a model of a pe- 
trol-chemical plant, and a model of 
the latest atomic energy power plant. 

The American exhibits were housed 
in a specially constructed building of 
approximately 64,000 square feet. The 
U. S. Central Exhibit took more than 
half of that space. 





largest was a closed-circuit television 
station with its studio visible. 

The communist Chinese and Russian 
exhibits were the largest, in size of 
pavilions and number of items. 


Other foreign participants included 
the United Kingdom, India, Czecho- 
slovakia, Japan, Yugoslavia, Sweden, 
France, and Denmark. A disquieting 
note was the relatively small partici- 
pation of Pakistan industry.—Emb., 
Karachi. 
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UTILITIES AND SERVICES 





New Dam on Mayurakshi River To Supply 


Irrigation in West Bengal and Bihar 


The Massanjore Dam, part of the 
Mayurakshi River project, 12 miles 
downstream from Dumka in Santal 
Parganas, Bihar, India, was opened on 
November 1 and renamed the “Canada 
Dam.” ; 

Although located in Bihar, the dam 
will greatly benefit West Bengal, where 
canals leading from the reservoir at 
Massanjore will irrigate 600,000 acres 
of monsoon and 120,000 acres of 
winter-crop land in the Birbhum, 
Burdwan, Murshidabad districts. 
Bihar will also benefit but to a smaller 
extent. 

The dam, which links two hills at 
Massanjore, has a catchment area of 
718 square miles. The water spread of 
the reservoir is 27 square miles and 
the storage capacity 500,000 acre-feet, 
of which 55,000 acre-feet are dead 
storage. Built of stone, the dam is 123 
feet high above thé bed of the river, 
155 feet above the deepest foundation, 
and is 2,010 feet long. Surplus flood 
discharge will pass through 21 radial 
gates, each 30 feet long and 15 feet 
high mounted over the western side 
of the dam. 


Turbines To Be Installed 


The hydroelectric power generating 
equipment has not yet been installed. 
The powerhouse, located at the down- 
stream foot of the dam, will have two 
vertical-type Francis turbines, each 
generating 2,000 kilowatts of power 
with a discharge of 300 cubic feet a 
second. Full power generation is pos- 
sible only during the monsoon. When 
water is conserved for winter-crop 
irrigation, only one turbine can be 
run, so in order to firm up the Mayu- 
rakshi hydroelectric grid is linked 
with the Damodar Valley Corporation 
grid at Pandaveshwar. 

The Mayurakshi River, 150 miles 
long, originates in the uplands of 
Santal Parganas, Bihar, and falls into 
the Bhagirathi River in West Bengal. 
Not a perennial river, it does not 
carry an appreciable volume of water 
except during the monsoon floods. 
Cultivation has depended almost en- 
tirely on seasonal rains, the periodic 
failure of which seriously affected the 
economic life of the area. A storage 
reservoir, therefore, was considered to 
be the only means of holding the lim- 
ited supply of water for irrigation. 

The Mayurakshi River project was 
drawn up as a multipurpose project 
for irrigation, power generation, and 
flood control. 

The building of the dam at Massan- 
jore was begun in July 1951 and com- 
pleted in June 1955. The other parts 
of the project, comprising a canal sys- 
tem 1,150 miles long, and five barrages, 


were ready by 1954. The first among 
the river valley projects in West Ben- 
gal to be completed within the period 
of India’s first five-year plan, the en- 
tire Mayurakshi project cost 16 crores 
of rupees (1 crore=—10 million rupees; 
1 rupee=—approximately 21 U. S. cents 
at current rate of exchange). 





New Shipping Service 
Between U. S., Bombay 


A new service was inaugurated on 
September 2, when the Hellenic Sky 
of the Greek Hellenic Lines reached 
Bombay with cargo from New York. 

The company plans to have 12 reg- 
ular sailings a year between American 
ports and Bombay. 

The new service was made possible 
by extending the Greek shipping com- 
pany’s New York-Mediterranean-Per- 
sian Gulf service to Bombay. 

A special feature of the service is 
that steamers of the Hellenic Lines 
have facilities for the transport of 
edible oils in bulk. 

In addition to providing facilities 
for cargo transport, the ships will also 
carry a limited“number of passengers. 
The Hellenic Sailor, with deluxe ac- 
commodation for 20 passengers, has 
a cruising speed of 15 knots, and facil- 
ities provided by the other steamers 
are said to be comparable. 

The Greek shipping company is not 
a member of the India-United States 
shipping conference and consequently 
is not bound by the conference freight 
rates. 





KLM Orders Douglas Jets 


Royal Dutch Airlines (KLM) has 
ordered 8 Douglas DC-8 jet passenger 
planes, at a cost of approximately 
200 million guilders, for delivery be- 
ginning in March 1960, the company 
has announced (1 guilder=approxi- 
mately US$0.263). 

KLM thus became the first foreign 
airline to order this type of American 
commercial jet, and the purchase 
marks a big step toward the switch 
to jet and turboprop aircraft by the 
carrier. 

The airline intends to operate the 
jet liners on its Amsterdam-New York 
run and on other important inter- 
continental routes. . 

KLM now has on order, in addition 
to the DC-8’s, 4'Lockheed Super-Con- 
stellations for delivery in 1956, 10 
Douglas DC-7’s for 1957, 9 Vickers 
Viscount 803 turboprops for 1957, and 
2 Fokker F-27’s for 1958. The latter 
aircraft, the “Friendship,” still is in 
the prototype stage. 


ICAO Technical Aid a 
Program Set for 1956 


A $1,146,750 technical assistangs 
program for 1956 has been anno 
by the International Civil Aviation 
Organization. The program, which jg 
part of the expanded program of tech. 
nical assistance of the United Nations 
and the specialized agencies, includes 
regional projects in Latin America 
and the Middle East and aid to 27 
countries. 

ICAO participates in the expanded 
program of technical assistance for 
the reason that quick improvement in 
means of transport is essential for 
economic expansion in many less de- 
veloped countries. Roads, railroads, 
and waterways often are few in num- 
ber and poor in quality. In some 
countries the only channels of com- 


munication are camel or donkey 
tracks. 


Under such circumstances aviation 
offers speedy transport in return for 
a much lower capital outlay than is 
necessary for construction of roads 
and other means of surface transport. 
The development of civil aviation for 
national and international air trans- 
port requires, however, construction 
and operation of aerodromes, training 
of mechanics and other technical per- 
sonnel, and provision of radio, meteor- 
ological, and air-traffic services. 


The ICAO program therefore briags 
knowledge and experience from tech- 
nically advanced countries. Emphasis 
is on advice and training with the 
intention of helping States to help 
themselves. 


Nationals of the less developed 
States are trained in their own coun- 
tries if the number to be trained is 
large, and in other countries if the 
training is more specialized. Missions 
have established technical training 
centers; fellowships have been grant- 
ed to permit study in advanced coun- 
tries; and on-the-job training has 
been carried out in many countries. 





Tourism is second only to the sugar 
industry in importance to the revenue 
of the Island of Barbados, the Tour- 
ist Development Association states. 

The attracting of more airlines to 
Barbados and the providing of mod- 
ern hote: accommodations are neces- 
sary parts of any effort to develop the 
tourist trade, it says. 

Visitors to the island from the 
United States increased about 25 per- 
cent from fiscal 1953 to fiscal 1954, 
according to figures issued by the 
Barbados Publicity Committee. The 
committee estimates that more than 
$1.3 million of U. S. money was spent 
there by tourists in 1954. 
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TRANSPORT AND 
TRAVEL NOTES 


Indian Coastal Trade is to have a 5- 
percent freight-rate increase, retro- 
active to October 15, for all commod- 
ities except salt, the Indian Coastal 
Conference has announced. 


The increase, justified by increased 
operating costs, parallels the 10-per- 
cent freight rate increases granted 
since February of this year for most 
of the oversea trade with India. 











The world’s largest diesel motor 
tanker, the Ferncrest, was launched 
on November 21 at the Eriksberg 
shipbuilding yard in Goteborg. 

The vessel, of 34,500 deadweight tons, 
was ordered by the Norwegian ship- 
ping company Fearnley & Eger of 
Oslo. 

The Ferncrest will be equipped with 
one 10-cylinder, 2-stroke, single-act- 
ing, supercharged diesel engine of 
12,500 effective horsepower. This diesel 
engine, said to be the strongest ever 
constructed, will give the vessel with 
a full load a speed of 16 knots. 


Israel tourist traffic has shown a 
steady increase in recent months. 
Tourist arrivals in the first 8 months 
of this year numbered 37,190, whereas 
a total of 38,664 visitors were recorded 
for the whole of 1954. 


Dollar earnings from tourism 
reached an alltime high of $3,077,847 
in the first half of 1955. As compared 
with the corresponding periods of 
1954, 1953, and 1952, revenue is offi- 
cially reported to have risen by 38.7, 
117; and 142 percent. 


World Trade... 


(Continued from Page 16) 


including semimanufactures for con- 
struction purposes and building ma- 
terials made of iron and steel, during 
the year March 21, 1953, to March 20, 
1954, amounted to 51,000 metric tons 
valued at approximately $8.2 million. 
The most important supplier was Ger- 
many with 53 percent, while the U. S. 
share amounted to about 7 percent. 
Other important suppliers were Japan, 
19 percent, and Belgium, 15 percent. 

Imports of cement amounted to 23,- 
000 tons valued at approximately 
$580,000, supplied principally by the 
Soviet Union, 46 percent, followed by 
Germany with 24 percent and the 
United Kingdom with 24 percent. No 
cement was imported from the United 
States. Because of price, transporta- 
tion, and credit factors, it does not ap- 
pear that the U. S. share of the mar- 
ket for construction materials will in- 
crease appreciably. 


Machinery Importers and Distribu- 
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tors—Surinam.—Virtually all machin- 
ery is imported. In 1954 the United 
States provided machinery having a 
value of 3,378,000 florins (64.5 percent) 
out of total imports in this category 
worth 5,239,000 florins (1 Surinam 
florin=US$0.54). The next most im- 
portant supplier was the Netherlands. 


Petroleum Industry—Israel.—T he 
country depends on imports for its 
entire requirements of crude oil and 
petroleum products, except butane gas. 
Imports of fuel and lubricants require 
an annual expenditure of about $28 
million, not including insurance and 
freight amounting to almost $7 mil- 
lion more. 

Venezuela formerly was the main 
source for crude‘oil and heavy oil, but 
since 1954 considerable. quantities of 
these items have been imported from 
the Soviet Union and several other 
countries. Petroleum products sup- 
plied by the United States include 
aviation gasoline, lubricating oils, 
paraffin, and greases. There are no 
exports of “crude oil or petroleum 
products. . 

Petroleum  Industry—Venezuela.— 
The world’s second largest producer, 
and leading exporter, of crude pe- 
troleum, Venezuela also is an import- 
ant producer and exporter of finished 
petroleum products. The industry is 
operated entirely by foreign invest- 
ment capital. Exports of crude pe- 
troleum and refined products are at 
a record level and the United States is 
the most important customer. 


Imports of lubricating oils and 
greases remain substantial, however, 
and the United States is the leading 
supplier. Imports of refined products 
in the first 5 months of 1955 amounted 
to 478,677 barrels. The United States 
supplied 107,149 barrels of lubricating 
oils and greases, 6,364 barrels of 
waxes, 7,963 barrels of special asphalts, 
and 3,089 barrels of miscellaneous 
products. 

Radio Equipment and Component 
Importers and Dealers—Union of 
South Africa.—Except for the limited 
manufacture of transformers and 
coils, the radio trade is on an import 
basis. Approximately 50,000 complete 
units—many without cabinets—and 
70,000 kits are imported annually. The 
parts in the kits are assembled and 
put into cabinets locally by 8 assembly 
plants. No local receivers are equipped 
for FM. There is no television and no 
tangible developments are expected 
for several years. 


In 1954 radio equipment valued at 
SA£1,835,543 was imported, chiefly 
from the United Kingdom, Germany, 
and Denmark (SA£1—US$2.80). More 
U. S. radio equipment and compo- 
nents would find a ready market were 
it not for the scarcity of dollar ex- 
change. Assemblers tend to buy from 
the United States, however, when they 
need parts urgently. 
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Italian Railway Plan | 
To Cost $160 Million 


A program for new construction of 
railroad lines calling for an expendi- 
ture of 100 billion lire, or US$160 
million, has been announced by the 
Italian Ministry of Public Works. 

. The breakdown of the plan is as 
follows: 

eConstruction of the Grumo-Appu- 
la-Altamura-Matera Metaponto line 
to develop communications between 
the Calabria and Puglie regions, to 
cost 25 billion lire. 

eConstruction of the Paola-Cosenza 
line, 14 billion lire. 

eCompletion of the Rome railway 
junctions, 25 billion lire. 

eImprovement of Carnia-Ponto di 
Muro line, 10 billion lire. 

eConstruction of the Casoria-Som- 
ma-Vesuviana-Palma-San Gennare- 
Salerno line, 15 billion lire. 

eConstruction of the Palma-San 
Gennare-Avellino line, 7 billion lire. 
eNew service of San Giovanni al 
Natisone-Sagrado line, 2 billion lire. 





Helicopter Industry 
Set Up in Rotterdam 


A new corporation, Nederlandse 
Helicopter Industrie N. V. (Netherland 
Helicopter Industry Inc.), has been 
established in Rotterdam by Krom- 
hout Motorenfabriek D. Goedkoop Jr. 
N. V., of Amsterdam and Maatschap- 
pij voor Vliegtuigenbouw Aviolanda 
N. V., of Papendrecht. 

The new corporation will develop, 
manufacture, repair, and do business 
in helicopters and parts. 


The nominal capital is 500,000 guild- 
ers, of which 75,000 guilders has been 
issued to the Kromhout motor works 
and an equal amount to the Aviolanda 
Aircraft factory. Each of the two 
shareholders has paid in 25,000 guild- 
ers (1 guilder=approximately US$0.- 
264). 

The company will build the SOBEH 
helicopter developed by the Founda- 
tion for the Construction of an Ex- 
perimental Helicopter, sponsored 
jointly by the Netherlands Govern- 
ment and the aviation industry. This 
foundation is now being liquidated. 





Hotels Crowded in Lagos 


Travelers planning to visit Nigeria 
in the near future are warned of the . 
serious lack of hotel accommodations 
to be expected in Lagos as early as 
mid-January through February and 
March, when Queen Elizabeth and the 
Duke of Edinburgh are planning to 
visit the country. 


In addition to lack of space, it 
doubtless will be difficult to transact 
business during that period. 5 
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WORLD TRADE 
INFORMATION 








SERVICE 


Listed below are the latest reports 
published by the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce in its World Trade Infor- 
mation Service. 

WTIS reports, presented in an im- 
proved format and printed in easy- 
to-read type, are arranged in five 
convenient “packages”: 

Part 1, Economic Reports ($6 a 
year; $8.50 if mailed abroad); Part 2, 
Operations Reports ($6 a year; $8.50 if 
mailed abroad); Part 3, Statistical 
Reports ($6 a year, $7.50 if mailed 
abroad); Part 4, Utilities Abroad ($3 
a year; $4 if mailed abroad); Part 5, 
Fairs and Exhibitions ($6 a year; $8 
if mailed abroad). 

Subscriptions for the World Trade 
Information Service may be placed 
with U. 8S. Department of Commerce 
Field Offices or with the Superintend- 
ent of Documents, U. S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 
Remittances payable to the Superin- 
tendent of Documents should accom- 
pany subscriptions. 

Copies of individual reports also 
may be purchased from the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices or the Superin- 
tendent of Documents. 

The new WTIS reports are the fol- 
lowing: 
Economic Reports 

Basic Data on the Economy of the 
Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasa- 
land. WTIS, Part 1, No. 55-99. 10 pp. 
10 cents. 

Establishing a Business in Switzer- 
land. WTIS, Part 1, No. 55-101. 10 
pp. 10 cents. 


Operations Reports 

Licensing and Exchange Controls 
—Angola. WTIS, Part 2, No. 55-113. 
2 pp. 10 cents. 

Statistical Reports 

Foreign Trade of El Salvador, 1953- 
54. WTIS, Part 3, No. 55-42. 4 pp. 
20 cents. 

Foreign Trade of Iraq, 1953-54. 
WTIS, Part 3, No. 55-43. 4 pp. 20 
cents. 

Foreign Trade of the Belgian 
Congo and Ruanda-Urundi, 1953-54. 
WTIS, Part 3, No. 55-44. 4 pp. 20 
cents. 

Total Export and Import Trade 
of the United States, January-Sep- 
tember 1955 and Preliminary Octo- 
ber. WTIS, Part 3, No. 55-48. 12 pp. 
20 cents. 

Utilities Abroad 
Railways of the Western Hemis- 





“te Books 
“““ Reports 


Pulp, Paper and Board Industry Re- 
port. Washington, D.C. U.S. De- 
partment of Commerce, December 
1955. 19 pp. 

U. S. exports and imports of news- 
print, pulpwood, wood pulp, paper, 
board, and paper products for the 
second and third quarters and pre- 
liminary for the first 9 months of 
1955, with comparative figures for 
1954, are given in the latest issue of 
this quarterly periodical prepared by 
the Forest Products Division of the 
Business and Defense Services Ad- 
ministration. 

The statistics show a strong foreign 
demand for these products in the first 
3 quarters of 1955. U. §& exports of 
wood pulp, at 477,000 tons, were up 
57 percent over the like period in 
1954; paper at 323,000 tons was up 42 
percent; and board at 234,000 tons 
was up 27 percent. 


The report is available from the 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C., or any of the De- 
partment’s Field Offices, at 20 cents 
a copy. 


Chemical and Rubber Industry Report. 
Washington, D. C. U. S. Department 
of Commerce, November 1955. 36 pp. 
Chemical developments in India, 

Japan, and Taiwan in 1954, and the 

chemical industry of Staatsmijnen, 

Netherlands, are featured in the latest 

issue of this monthly publication pre- 

pared by the Chemical and Rubber Di- 

vision of the Business and Defense 

Services Administration. 


The pamphlet may be obtained from 
the U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C., or from any of 
the Department’s Field Offices, at 15 
cents a copy. . 

The Economic Development of Malaya. 

Baltimore, Md. The Johns Hopkins 

Press, November 1955. 707 pp. $7.50. 


This is the report of a mission to 
Malaya organized by the International 
Bank for Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment at the request of the Govern- 
ments of the Federation of Malaya, 
the Crown Colony of Singapore, and 
the United Kingdom. The purpose of 
the mission, which visited Malaya 
during the first 4 months of 1954, was 
to assess resources available for fu- 
ture development; to consider how 
these resources might best contribute 
to Malaya’s economic and social de- 
velopment; and to make recommenda- 





phere — Basic Information Sources. 
WTIS, Part 4, No. 55-19. 8 pp. 20 
cents. 





tions for practical measures to further 
such development. 


The report is in 5 parts. Part I 
contains a general introduction 
Malaya’s economy and a discussion of 
development problems and pr 
part II deals with the economy’s 
ductive sectors; and part ITI is devoteg 
to the various social service fields, 


Part IV presents the mission’s pro. 
posed public investment program for 
1955-59, based upon its appraisal of 
the public financial resources ge. 
pected to be available for development 
during the period. Part V consists of 
12 technical reports on the productive 
sectors, such as agriculture and for. 
estry, power, transport and communj- 
cations, and industrial development; 
and a/,statistical appendix. 
American Imports. By Don D. Hum- 

phrey. New York. The Twentieth 

Century Fund, 1955. 546 pp. 9% 

tables and charts. $5 


A study sponsored jointly by the 


Twentieth Century Fund and the Na- 
tional Planning Association, with a 
policy statement by the NPA’s Com- 
mittee on International Policy, the 
book presents an analysis of the role 
of imports in the American economy. 


The analysis attempts to bring into 
account the effects of business cycles, 
historical growth, technological ad- 
vance, and institutional factors which 
hamper international specialization 
and trade. Attention is given to the 
question of injury from foreign com- 
petition. 

The study also provides specific 
answers to such questions as: “What 
volume of imports can this country 
absorb? What kinds of goods? What 
lines of business? Who will be helped? 
Who will be hurt? What should be 
national policy in our own—and the 
free world’s—interest?” 





EXPORT 
CONTROL 


33d Quarterly Report 
by the 
Secretary of Commerce 


. .. on third-quarter 1955 oper- 


ations under the Export Control 
RE... 


20 cents 


From U. S. Department of Commerce Field 
Offices . . . of from the Superintendent 
of Documents, U. S. Government Printing 
Office, Washington 25, D. C. 
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COMMODITY NEWS 








Cement Plant in Korea 
Under Construction 


Construction in the Republic 
of Korea of the Mungyong ce- 
ment plant, an $8-million proj- 
ect of the United Nations Ko- 
rean Reconstruction Agency 
(UNKRA), is under way. 


This plant, expected to begin 
operations in 1957, is designed 
to produce 200,000 tons of ce- 
ment a year. It will be one of 
the most complete industrial 
units in Korea, having its own 
limestone quarries, electric 
plant, and water supply, as well 
as a housing development for 
the plant’s employees. 

UNKRA will import about 4,- 
000 tons of cement, 2,300 tons 
of steel, and 4,500 tons of ma- 
chinery for making cement. 
Other materials, including 
bricks, sand, and gravel, will be 
purchased in Korea. 

The cement plant at Sam- 
chok has been rehabilitated and 
expanded and, with completion 
of the Mungyong plant, the two 
enterprises will have a com- 
bined capacity of 300,000 tons 
of cement annually, or sufficient 
production to meet the major 
portion of South Korea’s nor- 
mal requirements. — UNKRA, 
Seoul. 











Proposed Plants in India 
To Produce Ferromanganese 


The Indian Government has granted 
a license for the installation of a ferro- 
manganese plant in Andhra State to 
Ferro Alloys Corp., Ltd., a company 
financed entirely by Indians, accord- 
ing to the Indian press. 

The proposed plant, scheduled to 
go into production by mid-i957, will 
have an annual production capacity 
of 30,000 long tons of ferromanganese 
and other ferroalloys and will use 
principally the low-grade manganese 
ores mined in the State’s Srikukulam 
area. 

Plant-equipment orders reportedly 
have been placed with a Norwegian 
firm, Elektrokemisk A/S, Oslo, which 
also will provide technical assistance 
for setting up the plant and for train- 
ing Indian technicians. 


A few months ago, the Electro-Met- 
allurgical Works Ltd., a joint Indo- 
Netherlands company, was set up in 
India to erect a ferromanganese plant 
at Dandeli in Bombay with an initial 
production capacity of about 12,000 
long tons. The capacity is to be in- 
creased to 65,000 tons by 1960, when 
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increased power supply is expected to 
be available from the Koyna hydro- 
electric project in southern Bombay. 

Lalbhai Patel & Co. of India holds 
51 percent of the shares and William 
H. Mullers & Co. of the Netherlands, 
the remaining 49 percent, the initial 
capital outlay being 3 million rupees 
(1 rupee=US$0.21). The Netherlands 
company will supply technical know- 
how for the piant’s design, erection, 
and operation, in addition to training 
Indian engineers in operating the 
plant. 

Equipment also is to be supplied by 
the Norwegian firm, Electrokemisk. 
When production capacity is stepped 
up, capitalization will be increased to 
about 20 million rupees and will be fur- 
nished by the two participants in the 
same proportion as initially. The 
agreement provides that the Nether- 
lands firm will be permitted to pur- 
chase the entire output of ferroman- 
ganese for sale outside India. 





Nicaragua Imports Footwear 
Duty Free From El Salvador 


A new shoe store has been opened 
in the heart of Managua’s business 
district featuring Salvadoran footwear. 
To experiment, some 3,000 pairs of 
medium-quality shoes from E) Salva- 
dor were put on sale at roughly 15 to 
20 percent less than domestic footwear 
of: similar grade. If the experiment 
continues as successful as in the first 
4 days after opening, it is planned to 
increase imports considerably. 

“Footwear is imported duty free un- 
der the Nicaragua-El Salvador free- 
trade agreement. In 1954, 40 percent 
of the 92,000 pairs of imported shoes 
came from El Salvador. 

Local shoemakers and _ shoestore 
owners are protesting this action, and 
have appealed to the Government for 
assistance in meeting the competition 
from E] Salvador.—Emb., Managua. 





Automotive Imports Reduced 
By Australia, New Zealand 


Announcement by Australia and 
New Zealand of reduced import quotas 
for motor vehicles has been described 
as a serious setback to the British 
motor industry. 

Australia reduced its import quotas 
for fully assembled cars by one-fourth, 
and for nonassembled cars by 12% 
percent. 

New Zealand announced that li- 
censes for the import of motor ve- 
hicles in 1956 from all sources of sup- 
ply would be cut by one-third. 

It is believed that the three large 
British motor-vehicle manufacturers 
in Australia—the British Motor Cor- 
poration, Standard, and the Rootes 
Group—would import more chassis to 
keep their production lines busy. 


S. African Dressed Fur 
Imports Up Threefold 


Imports of dressed furs into 
Union of South Africa have 
threefold in the past 5 years. 


Fur imports, dressed and raw, into 
the Union in 1950-54 were as follows: 
Dressed—1950, 536,880; 1951, 130,354; 
1952, 1,008,004; 1953, 118.585: and 1954, 
169.385; raw—1950, 3,302; 1951, 3,027; 
1952, 12,452; 1953, 25,015; and 1954, 
6,808. 

Retail Market Brisk 


Retail fur business in the Union has 
been brisk since 1952, according to 
trade reports. Import controls resulted 
in a sellers’ market, but did not re- 
strict trade unduly. Partial relaxation 
of these controls on furs in 1953-54 led 
to heavy imports, resulting in an over- 
stocked market, and many dealers cut 
prices drastically. The same situation 
is expected to obtain in the 1956 winter 
—from about May to August—unless 
import control is tightened. 

The market may be affected in the 
future by the stated intention of the 
South African Government to remove 
all restrictions on imports by the 
of 1957 or early in 1958. Local 
buy mainly from the United States, 
Canada, and Russia. 

Seal is the only wild fur of com- 
mercial importance in the Union of 
South Africa, production oe 
2,000-3,000 pelts annually. Pelts 
lion, leopard, antelope, and zebra— 
animals living mainly in protected 
reserves—are limited. - 

Persian lamb, raised in South and 
Southwest Africa, yields about 3.8 mil- 
lion skins annually, of which 800,C00 
are from South Africa. The average 
value of these skins is a 
SA£2 (SA£1=$US2.80). In 1954, a total 
of 1,297,698 persian-lamb pelts valued 
at SA£3,876,529 were exported. No 
mink, fox, or chinchilla are raised on 
farms in the Union. 

Only one firm, at Cape Town, dresses 
or dyes furs. It processes about 50,000 
local persian-lamb skins annually. No 
official figures are available on do- 
mestic consumption of furs. 





Only 12 percent of the French 
population own cars. Thirty-nine 
percent of persons answering ques- 
tions stated that they preferred to buy 
French products. 





The Viet-Nam market has great 
possibilities for the establishment of 
a Renault automobile assembly plant 
at Sairon. In the past 6 months, 
Renault has sold more than 1,200 ve- 
hicles in Viet-Nam, and the demand 
is increasing.—Emb., Paris. 
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Businessmen Receive Awards for 
Voluntary Trade Fair Services 


Secretary of Commerce Sinclair Weeks on December 14 presented 
“certificates of service” to nine American businessmen for their vol- 
untary service as members of U. S. Department of Commerce official 
trade mission teams to international] trade fairs held throughout the 


free world in the past few months. 


Six other businessmen also were 
cited but were unable to be present to 
receive their certificates. 

The certificates, signed by Secretary 
Weeks and Loring K. Macy, Director, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, com- 
mend the recipients in recognition of 
their “public service on behalf of the 
U. 8S. Government” as members of 
trade missions abroad. They are cited 
for the practical assistance they gave 
and for helping to bring to foreign 
businessmen “a clearer understanding 
of the American free-enterprise. sys- 
tem which produces for peace and 
prosperity.” 

Businessmen working with the Com- 
merce Department’s specialists have 
handled more than 55,000 trade in- 
quiries since the United States first 
started participating in international 
trade fairs in December of last year. 
These men are a vital part of each 
team, which usually consists of one or 
more international experts from the 
Department of Commerce and two or 
more businessmen well versed in in- 
ternational trade and affairs. 

The teams usually arrive in the 
country in which the trade fair is to 
be held about 2 weeks in advance of 
the official opening and tour principal 
commercial centers and discuss two- 
way trade questions with business 
groups, such as local chambers of 
commerce, trade associations, and 
businessmen’s associations. In addi- 
tion, these teams man the Trade In- 
formation Centers at the fairs where 
they exchange information on all as- 
pects of trade with the United States 
with visiting businessmen from all 
parts of the world. 

Following are the businessmen who 
received the awards from Secretary 
Weeks, and the trade missions on 
which they served: 

Kenneth H. Campbell, manager, 
Foreign Commerce Department, 
Chamber of Commerce of the United 
States, Washington, D. C_—Stockholm, 
Vienna, and Berlin Trade Missions. 

Owen L. Carlton, vice president, 
Central National Bank of Cleveland, 
Cleveland, Ohio—Karachi Trade Mis- 
sion. 

J. Joseph Cranmore, sales manager, 
Lowerator Division, American Machine 
and Foundry Co., New York, N. Y.— 
Stockholm, Vienna, and Berlin Trade 
Missions. 


Joseph W. Dye, president and gen- 
22 





eral manager, Wolf and Dessauer Co., 
Fort Wayne, Ind.—Stockholm Trade 
Mission. 

Samuel P. Hull, sales manager and 
director, Worcester Stamped Metal 
Co., Worcester, Mass—Bari Trade 
Mission. 

Ladd I. Johnson, secretary, American 
Indonesian Chamber of Commerce. 
New York, N. Y.—Djakaria Trade 
Mission. 

Wade G. McCargo, president, H. V. 
Baldwin & Co., Inc., Richmond, Va.— 
Vienna and Berlin Trade Missions. 

Francis A. Mojo, vice president, 
Galatex Co., Inc., New York, N. Y.— 
New Delhi and Addis Ababa Trade 
Missions. 

G. L. Thrall, chairman and execu- 


“tive vice president, Ballagh & Thrall, 


Inc., Philadelphia, Pa.—Karachi Trade 
Mission. 

The additional businessmen who 
were unable to attend this presenta- 
tion are: 

Carter Brandon, manager, Foreign 
Trade Department, Portland Chamber 
of Commerce, Portland, Ore.—Stock- 
holm, Vienna, and Berlin Trade Mis- 
sions. 

Joel Bonsall, export manager, Peer- 
less Pump Division, Food Machinery 
and Chemical Corp., Los Angeles, Calif. 
—Djakarta Trade Mission. 

Leo C. Helfenberger, assistant vice 
president, Union Bank & Trust Com- 
pany of Los Angeles, Calif—Salonika 
Trade Mission. 

A. W. Horton, president, A. W. 
Horton & Co., Los Angeles, Calif.— 
Salonika and Berlin Trade Missions. 

Carroll L. Wilson, director of Fin- 
ance, Champion Paper and Fibre Co., 
Hamilton, Ohio—Vienna Trade Mis- 
sion. 

Cyrus J. Underwood, Jr., export 
manager, Consolidated Engineering 
Corp., Pasadena, Calif.—Vienna, Bari, 
and Berlin Trade Missions. 

Two additional businessmen were 
presented these certificates by Assist- 
ant Secretary of Commerce for Inter- 
national Affairs H. C. McClellan, at 
the World Trade Association Lunch- 
eon in San Francisco, Calif., on Octo- 
ber 26. They were Olaf C. Hansen, 
managing partner, Frazar & Hansen, 
Ltd., San Francisco. who served on the 
Vienna Trade Mission, and Harry 
McClelland, president, Capital Com- 
pany, San Francisco, who served on 
the Bari Trade Mission. 


U. S.Philippine Pact 
Takes Effect January 1 


The revised U. S.-Philippine trade 
agreement, signed on September 6 of 
this year. comes into force on Jany. 
ary 1, 1956. 


On that date. after a half cen 
of free trade. duties will be levied on 
Philinvine goods imported into the 
United States, at 5 percent of regular 
tariff rates, and on U. S. goods im. 
ported into the Philiopines, at 25 per. 
cent of regular tariff rates. 


Some of the principal changes 
made in the revised agreement from 
the original agreement of 1946 are: 


eA less rapid imposition of U. § 
duties on imports from the Philip. 
pines and an acceleration of applica. 
tion of Philivnine duties on imports 
from the United States. 


eMore svecific provisions for na- 
tional treatment of American busi- 
ness activities in the Philipvines, and 
reciprocity in treatment for Philip- 
pine business activities in the United 
States. 

eElimination of the Philippine ex. 
chanze tax by substitution of a spe- 
cial import tax, to be progressively 
reduced and eliminated. 

eFacilitation of reciprocal entry of 


traders and investors of the two coun- 
tries. 


eYielding to the Philippines con- 
trol over the exchange rate of its 
currency and over exchange restric- 
tions. 

eElimination of the prohibition 
against imposition of Philippine ex- 
port taxes. 

eElimination of most absolute 
quotas on Philippine articles enter- 
ing the United States. 


The signing of the revised trade 
agreement was announced in For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, September 
12, 1955, page 25. Details of the agree- 
ment are contained in Department of 
Commerce publication Summary and 
Text of Revised United States-Philip- 
pine Trade Agreement, World Trade 
Information Service, Part 1, No. 55-95, 
September 1955. Copies of the publica- 
tion are available at 10 cents each 
from the Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, U. S. Government Printing Of- 
fice, Washington 25, D. C., or from 
U. S. Department of Commerce Field 
Offices. 





U. S. exports of flue-cured tobacco 
reached 79.1 million pounds in Sep- 
tember 1955, an increase of 92 percent 
over the 41.1 million pounds exported 
in September 1954, the Foreign Agri- 
cultural Service reports. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 


ne ee 


cheer’ 

















| 


| 


trade 
6 of 
janu. 


ntury 
‘d on 
) the 
Sular 
; im. 
. Der. 


anges 
from 
are: 

U. §, 
hilip- 
Dlica- 
‘Ports 


» Nae 
busi- 

, and 
hilip- 
nited 


e ex- 


sively 


Ty of 
coun- 


con- 
f its 
stric- 


dition 
e eX- 


solute 
inter- 


trade 
For- 
‘m ber 
gree- 
nt of 
y and 
hilip- 
Trade 
55-95, 
blica- 
each 
Docu- 
g Of- 
from 
Field 


bacco 

Sep- 
recent 
orted 
Agri- 


eekly 





- cn IIE OE 








U. $. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





—— 


Farm Surplus Purchases 
Authorized by ICA 


New authorizations totaling $13,- 
723,500—for Cambodia, the Philip- 
pines, Taiwan (Formosa) and Viet- 
Nam—have been announced by the 
International Cooperation Adminis- 
tration under the provisions of sec- 
tion 402 of the Mutual Security Act of 
1954, as amended. 

Purchases for Cambodia were au- 
thorized as follows: Wheat flour, 
$600,000; refined sugar, procurement 
through the U. S. Department of Ag- 
riculture, $535,500; and ocean trans- 
portation of this commodity, $150,000. 

The Philippines received authoriza- 
tion for purchase of evaporated and 
condensed milk to a value of $1 mil- 
lion. 

Taiwan was granted authorizations 
for purchases as follows: Raw cotton, 
$7,285,000; and ocean transportation, 
$1,365,000. 

Viet-Nam received an authorization 
of $2,238,000 to cover procurement of 
raw and refined sugar. procurement 
through the U. S. Department of Ag- 
riculture; and $550,000 for ocean 
transportation of this commodity. 

Section 402 provides that not less 
than $300 million of the funds au- 
thorized for the mutual security pro- 
gram for the fiscal year 1955-56 shall 
be used to finance the sale abroad of 
U. 8S. surplus agricultural commodities 
for foreign currencies. 





French Firm Denied 
Export Privileges 


Union Europeenne de Produits Chi- 
miques, an import-export firm of 
Paris, France, and Jean Richard, its 
director, have been denied al) U. S. 
export privileges for 6 months be- 
cause of unauthorized resale of U. S.- 
origin borax to a Netherlands firm 
which transshipped it to East Ger- 
many, the Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce has announced. 

The denial! order, issued December 
13, holds in abeyance an additional 
suspension of 6 months, provided Un- 
ion and its director commit no fur- 
ther violation of U. S. export controls 
during the entire suspension period. 
They have been under temporary sus- 
pension from U. S. export privileges 
since August 1955. 

BFC said that in 1954, in support of 
two export license applications sub- 
mitted by its American supplier for 
150 tons and 500 tons of borax, Union 
certified that the material was for 
ultimate consumption in France and 
would not be resold or transshipped to 
any other country without prior noti- 
fication to and approval by BFC. Re- 
lying upon these statements, BFC 
granted the licenses, but when 100 
tons of the borax was shipped under 
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the first license to the intermediate 
port of Antwerp, Union resold the 
consignment to Johannes M. A. Klaa- 
sen, Rotterdam, Netherlands, without 
notifying either the American sup- 
plier or BFC, and contrary to the 
warning appearing on the bill of lad- 
ing that diversion was prohibited un- 
der U. S. law. 


License Revoked 


The second license was revoked af- 
ter BFC learned that Union also had 
offered to sell a part of this order to 
Klaasen. 

Klaasen and his firms have been 
under denial of U. S. export privileges 
for the duration of export controls 
since 1953 because of previous illegal 
transshipments of U. S. commodities. 
BFC said there was no proof that Un- 
ion knew of Klaasen’s suspension, or 
that the borax was destined for East 
Germany. Nevertheless, had Union 
fulfilled its obligation to obtain BFC’s 
approval of the resale, the 100-ton 
transshipment would have been pre- 
vented. 

Under the terms of the order, Un- 
ion and Richard, and any other per- 
son or firm with whom they may be 
associated, are prohibited from re- 
ceiving or otherwise participating in 
U. S. export transactions, either di- 
rectly or indirectly. The order further 
states that no export or related serv- 
ice may be performed for them by any 
U. S. firm or person without prior 
BFC approval. 





United States and Egypt 


Sign Surplus Agreement 


An agreement for the sale to Egypt, 
for local currency, of U. S. surplus 
wheat having a total value, including 
certain transportation costs, of $5.6 
million, has been announced by the 
Department of Agriculture. The 
quantity involved is about 2,847,000 
bushels. 

As in the case of the other agree- 
ments under Public Law 480, 83d Con- 
gress, the sales will be made through 
private U. S. traders. 





Egypt Suspends Levying of 
Double Duties on Imports 


An Egyptian tariff regulation requir- 
ing double duties on all imports from 
countries not having at least a most- 
favored-nation agreement with Egypt 
has been suspended for 1 year begin- 
ning October 28. 

The original Departmental order 
was issued in April 1952 for the pur- 
pose of enforcing a 1930 law requiring 
payment of double duties on all] im- 
ports from countries not having com- 
mercial agreements with Egypt. Since 
issuance of the 1952 order Egypt has 
annually suspended its implemen- 
tation. 

The United States is not directly 


Laotian Procurement 
To Be Developed 


Howell & Co., management firm of | 


Washington, D. C., has been engaged 
by the: International Cooperation Ad- 
ministration to help the Government | 
of the newly independent Kingdom of 
Laos handle its import program. 

Although the country is dependent 
on imports of manufactured commod- 
ities and though foreign exchange is 
available in considerabie volume from 
U. S. aid, few commodities are enter- 
ing the country, ICA said. If this 
situation continues, an acute scarcity 
of commodities will result, leading to 
serious inflation and hardship. 

The services of Howeli & Co. vill be 
provided by the ICA under its tecnn! 
cal cooperation program. ICA has 
committed $300,000 for the 2-year 

project. 

Howell & Co. will help the Leotian 
Government establish and opersic a 
procurement office for the import o! 
capital and consumer goods and «/)- 
tary-support items. It wil) also train 
Laotian Government personne! in »ro- 
curement practices, and wii de.on- 
strate foreign-trade operations to the 
local mercantile community, inciud- 
ing methods of ordering, warehousing, 
and distributing commodities. 

Support of the armed forces re- 
mains the highest priority item in the 
U. 8. aid program for Laos, but in- 
creasing emphasis is being placed upon 
projects conducive to social improve- 
ment and expansion of productive 
resources, such as rehabilitation and 
construction of roads, eradication of 
malaria, and improvement in agricul- 
tural practices and services, ICA 
pointed out. 


Two More Credit Lines To 
Assist U. S$. Exporters. 


Two more exporter credit lines to as- 
sist U. S. exporters in financing sales 
abroad of capital equipment and serv- 
ices of U. S. origin have been an- 
nounced by the Export-Import Bank 
of Washington, as follows: 

$300,000 to the Grinnell Corp., of 
Providence, R. I., to assist in financing - 
its export sales of fabricated indusirial 
piping, fittings, and supports. 

@$100,000 to Rogers Iron Works Co., 
of Joplin, Mo., to aid in financing its 
export sales of mining and construc- 
tion equipment. — 

The actions bring to 127 the number 
of exporter credit lines established by 
the Bank since this program was in- 
augurated in November 1954. 








affected by the double-duty law inas- 


much as a most - favored - nations, 4 


agreement was negotiated with Egypt 
on May 24, 1930. 
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United States 


Exports to Soviet 


Bloc Level Off; Imports Rise 


U. S. exports to the U. S. S. R. and its European satellites appear to 
be leveling off, though imports from that area are rising, Secretary of 
Commerce Sinclair Weeks has reported. 

In his thirty-third quarterly report to the President and the Congress 
covering operations under the Export Control Act in the third quarter 


of 1955, Secretary Weeks explained 
that although U. S. exports to the Eu- 
ropean Soviet bloc continued to rise in 
the second quarter of 1955, the rate of 
increase was much slower than in pre- 
vious quarters. U. S. exports to the 
area totaled $2,066,000 in the second 
quarter of 1955, as compared to $1,465,- 
000—exclusive of shipments under the 
President’s Flood Relief Program for 
the Danube Basin—in first quarter 
1955, and $463,000 in second quarter 
1954. 

In July, exports totaled $488,000— 
below the monthly average of $588,- 
000 for the first half of 1955, but sub- 
stantially above monthly averages of 
$241,000 and $148,000 for 1954 and 1953, 
respectively. 

Export license approvals for Euro- 
pean Soviet bloc destinations in the 
third quarter totaled $2,777,691. a de- 
cline from the $4,600,000 licensed in 
the previous quarter, but more than 
twice the third-quarter i954 total of 
$1,340,000. 

Conversely, however, the Commerce 
Secretary pointed out that U. S. im- 
ports from the U. S. S. R. and its 
European satellites rose to $6,732,000 
in July—more than one and one-half 
, times the monthly average of $3,956,000 
for the first half of 1955 and nearly 
twice the 1954 monthly rate of $3,534,- 
000. The rise in July imports was due 
principally to increased imports of 
canned specialty hams and benzene 
from Poland, fertilizers and cameras 
from East Germany, and furs from the 
U. 8. 8. R. 


The report notes that principal com- 
modities licensed for export to the 
European Soviet bloc in the third 
quarter included $1,062,250 of wool 
rags to Poland, $429,000 of inedible 
tallow to Hungary, Poland, and Ru- 
mania, $289,153 of tobacco to East 
Germany, and $211,500 of phosphate 
rock to East Germany. 





Included in licenses approved also 
were such relatively “new” commodi- 
ties as butyl acetate, $231,485; type- 
setting machine parts, $75,329; 
mother-of-pearl shells, $17,248; foun- 
tain pens, $22,144; and breeding cattle, 
$64,000. 

The application to export the cattle 
stemmed from the recent visit of a 
Soviet farm delegation to the United 
States and was approved by the De- 
partment in September. In addition 
to 3 Hereford bulls, it included 19 
Santa Gertrudis bulls, and 42 Santa 
Gertrudis heifers, a hardy beef breed 
developed in Texas and particularly 
adapted to semi-arid ranching con- 
ditions. 

Inquiries received in the third 
quarter concerning trade with the 
Seviet bloc remained at the second- 
quarter rate, which averaged about 
5 a week, the report continues. Major 
interest is still confined to agricul- 
tural products and machinery, but 
interest alsO was expressed in the 
possibilities of exporting such con- 
sumer and capital gouds as passenger 
cars, automotive repair parts, out- 
board motors, textile and glass-work- 
ing machinery. 

In reply to such inquiries the De- 
partment indicates that applications 
to export items not included in its 
“Positive List of Controlled Commodi- 
ties” generally will be favorably con- 
Sidered, but no final answer can be 
given on an individual case until a 
specific export license application 
has been formally submitted. 

Also discussed in the Secretary’s 
report are short-supply export con- 
trols, investigative and enforcement 
activities, and export control admin- 
istration. Entitled “Export Control, 


Thirty-ihtrd Quarterly Report,” it § 
available from Department of Con 
merce Field Offices and from 
Superintendent of Documents, VU, 
Government Printing Office, W 
ington 25, D. C., at 20 cents a copy, © 





Surplus Commodity Pact 
Signed by U. S. and Brazil” 


The signing of an agreement as 
tween the United States and 7 
for the sale of approximately $41 mile 
lion worth of U. S. surplus agricul 
tural commodities has been announced. 
by the Department of State. 


The program for the sale was ¢ 
veloped pursuant to title I of the 4 
ricultural Trade Development and 4 
sistance Act of 1954 (P. L. 480, 
Congress, as amended). : 

Payment for the agricultural comes 
modities will be made in Brazilian” 
currency. A portion of the currency! 
accruing under this program will be” 
used to meet U. S. Government ex- ” 
penses in Brazil. An additional part” 
of the funds will be loaned to the Bras 
zilian Government for development’ 
purposes, with eventual repayment” 
to the United States 
will be used for agricultura) market= | 
ing development in Brazil and the cafe 
rying out of an educational exchange = 
program between Brazil and they 


United States, the State Department 
said. 





Foreign Commerce Weekly 


Subscription Form 


Please enier my subscription for 
Foreign Coramerce Weekly at $4.50 
a year ($6 io foreign addresses). 


Mail to the nearest U. $. Department of Com 
merce Field Office, or to the Superintendent 
of Documents, U. $. Government Printing Of- 
fice, Washington 25, D. C. Enclose check or 
money order payable to the Superintendent 
of Documents. 











t U. $. Government Printing Office: 1935 
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